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Rules Pertaining to the Unified Register of Mediators
І.
General Provisions
1.
These rules shall set forth the terms and procedure for inclusion in the Unified Register of Mediators (hereinafter “the Register”), which shall be established and maintained by the MOJ.

2.
Inclusion in the MOJ Register shall be a pre-condition for practicing as mediator.

3.
Activities related to the inclusion of mediators in the Register shall be carried out by the [MOJ] Judicial Activities Directorate under the guidance of the Minister of Justice.

4.
The Register shall be public and kept in both paper-based and electronic form.

5.
Information on registered and removed mediators shall be posted on the MOJ website.  Such information shall include the mediator’s name, the registration number and date, and the mediator’s contact information.
6.
Information on registered mediators may also be provided upon request as a written document including the mediator’s name, mediation qualification and additional qualification, phone number, contact address and e-mail.
7.
At the end of each calendar year, the officer responsible for the maintenance of the Register shall provide the Minister of Justice with information on registered and removed mediators (both voluntarily and involuntarily removed).
8.
Those who, prior to the entry into force of the Mediation Act, have successfully completed mediation training corresponding to the Training Standards for Mediators shall obtain registration on the basis of a certificate issued by their training organization.
ІІ.
Inclusion in Register
1.
To obtain registration the applicant must have capacity, not have been convicted and have evidence of successfully completed mediation training consistent with the Training Standards for Mediators.

2.
Bulgarian nationals holding a certificate of successfully completed mediation training abroad may also obtain registration provided that such training is consistent with the MOJ-approved Training Standards for Mediators.

3.
Foreign nationals willing to practice mediation in Bulgaria may obtain registration in the conditions of reciprocity.

4.
To obtain registration the candidate must file a written application.  A sample application form shall be approved by the Minister of Justice.
5.
The application shall state the mediator’s name, National ID Number, nationality, current and permanent address, contact information (postal address, phone, fax, e-mail), education (type and specialization), mediation training specifics, foreign language proficiency, and other qualifications, if any.
6.
There shall be attached to the application a certificate of successfully completed mediation training, a conviction certificate and a declaration whereby the candidate is aware that he/she is liable for submitting false information.

7.
The application package shall be assigned an intake number and dated by the MOJ.
8.
The relevant MOJ officer shall review the application package and recommend to the Minister to grant or deny registration.
9.
Where the application materials are complete, the mediator shall be included in the Register within 7 days and issued a certificate entitling him/her to practice mediation.  The certificate shall include the mediator’s name, registration number and date of registration.
10.
Where the application materials are incomplete, the relevant MOJ officer shall notify the applicant, who shall, within 14 days of such notification, remove any omission in the application materials.  Where the omission is not removed within that period, the application procedure shall be terminated, the applicant being notified accordingly in writing or electronically.
11.
Any refusal of the Minister of Justice to grant registration shall state reasons and be subject to appeal before the Supreme Administrative Court.

12.
Registration shall be effective for 3 years.  The registered mediator may apply for 3-year registration renewal and shall obtain such renewal unless there are circumstances preventing such renewal.  Application for registration renewal shall be filed no later than one month prior the end of the previous registration period.
13.
Where changes in the circumstances relevant to the registration have occurred, the mediator shall immediately notify the officer in charge of the Register’s maintenance.
ІІІ.
Voluntary and Involuntary Removal from Register
1.
Any mediator may file for removal of his/her name from the Register without giving reasons.

2.
[The MOJ shall], of its own motion, remove from the Register any mediator who has not disclosed circumstances that would have prevented his/her registration.

3.
Involuntary removal may also stem from a judicial decision whereby the mediator has been convicted of a crime of a public nature or under which the mediator must compensate damages suffered by any participant in a mediation procedure as a result of the mediator’s conduct.
These Rules were approved by the Minister of Justice by Order # LS-04-365 dated 17 June 2005 and issued pursuant to para. 1 of the Transitional and Final Provisions of the Mediation Act.
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