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community is experiencing conflict.   
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Purpose  

To assess the effect of a restorative justice strategy to address the harm arising from 

various conflicts in local communities and to contribute to the sense of security and 

justice that local people experience, it is necessary to collect some baseline data 

before the strategy is implemented. After two years the research will be repeated so 

as to measure any changes.  

Task 7.4  
 
Conduct baseline research into conflicts in three local areas e.g. between a local 

community and gangs of youths, between long term residents and recent immigrants, 

and addressing inter-community sectarian conflict. This will use desk top methods 

surveying official reports and records and consultations with community 

representatives and state services. This will clarify the nature of these conflicts and 

identify and quantify the harm they c ause in relation to security, justice and cohesion. 

It will also provide baseline data from which to measure the impact of the restorative 

strategies which will be researched and to generate the specific research questions for 

the programme. It provides a problem analysis upon which to tailor the restorative 

responses (Task 7.5). 
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Introduction  

The University of Ulst er ALTERNATIVE research team has been in close 

consultations with their partners on the three study sites through a series of 

meetings over the past year. The three sites and partners include: 

1. West Belfast: Community Restorative Justice Ireland (CRJI);  

2. South Belfast: Community Actively Restoring Empowerment, (CARE);  

3. Derry/Londonderry 1: The Northlands Centre. 

These consultations have enabled the University to identify and agree areas of 

possible change in each research site. 

CRJI has delivered restorative solutions to harmful conflicts in west Belfast 

and other republican areas in the north of Ireland since 1998. Although  

community based and employing mainly local people, the organisation has 

established itself as a very competent and respected service. CRJI has 

identified these critical areas of development in their restorative work over the 

next two years: 

i. The need to renegotiate their relationship with the statutory 

sector (for example on information  sharing) and to demonstrate 

the value for money that a community based restorative justice 

project offers. 

ii.  The need to engage restoratively with groups of youths whose 

behaviour and reputation has led to a weakening of their 

relationship with their commun ities and as a consequence puts 

them at risk of violent retribution from armed groups.  

iii.  The need to demonstrate the effectiveness of a restorative 

approach to conflicts concerning ethnic minorities, particularly 

the traveller community.  

                                                           
1 The earliest Irish  name for the site of the modern city was Daire Calgaich , Gaelic for "oak 
wood of Calgach". The name was later reduced to just Doire . This was then anglicised to 
Derry . During the Plantation of Ulster  by English and Scottish settlers, a new walled city was 
built and renamed Londonderry, in recognition of donations from the livery companies of the 
City of London. The names of the city, Derry or Londonderry, are subject to contention 
between Irish nationalists  and unionists . Nationalists use the name Derry , and unionists use 
Londonderry . The use of Derry in this paper is not intended to reflect a political standpoint.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglicisation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plantation_of_Ulster
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Livery_Company
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_of_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Derry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_nationalism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unionists_(Ireland)
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CARE was established in 2010 and aspires to deliver restorative solutions to 

conflicts in south Belfast. CARE is based in Seymour Hill but also operates in 

Milltown, Dunmurry and Finaghy. CARE plans during the rest of the period of 

the research (2013-2015) to extend its operations to Suffolk, Taughmonagh, 

the Village, Donegal Road and Sandy Row. CARE has identified  these areas of 

development: 

i. The need to raise the awareness of the Loyalist communities in 

south Belfast with regard to restorative solutions to conflict and 

harmf ul behaviour and in doing so enable these communities to 

move away from violent responses.  

ii.  The need to develop an accredited2 community based restorative 

justice project in Loyalist south Belfast.  

iii.  The need to develop a RESPECT programme designed to engage 

young people involved in anti-social behaviour in changing their 

relationship with their community and other communities.  

iv. The need to assess the relevance and effectiveness of a 

restorative justice approach to work with ethnic minorit ies.  

Together CRJI and CARE have identified:  

i. The need to create a shared space through which cross 

community conflict and harm can be jointly addressed in 

partnership with the police and other statutory agencies.  

The Northlands  Centre in Derry is a well-established centre for the treatment 

and support of people with addiction problems. It has strong community links 

and has always reached out to local communities. It wishes to develop a more 

community oriented approach to drug use in Derry. It  has identified:  

i. The need to identify the concerns of local communities caused 

by drug use through community conferences and to develop 

                                                           
2 The Northern Ireland govern ment introduced protocols for the accreditation of community 

based restorative justice projects. These protocols require projects to observe human rights, to 
comply with good standards of practice, to ensure that their volunteers and workers are 
appropriat ely trained, and to be inspected by the criminal justice inspectors.  



 6 

responses to these concerns restoratively rather than through 

violence. 

The needs identified by the organisations will be the focus of the 

ALTERNATIVE re search programme over the next 27 months. The University 

of Ulster researchers will work collaboratively with its partners to document 

and film the initiatives that they take to address these needs.  

This research will enable the team to develop knowledge on the causes and 

nature of the problems facing these communities and to assess the value of 

new restorative responses to these problems.   

This means that there are two key interdependent priorities:  

1. To support the building of the capacity of each organisation to deliver 

new restorative approaches to the problems that their communities 

face. 

2. To gather data which will  enable analysis and evaluation. 

The needs identified by these organisations illustrate that each organisation 

faces different challenges in its development. CARE is a relatively new 

organisation operating in communities which are still to some extent attached 

to violent means of dealing with conflict. Restorative justice as a response to 

conflict has not been established in these areas. CARE asked the University if 

they could support it to obtain statistical data on a range of social and 

economic indicators. Such information would enable the project to 

understand the problems that its communities face and to persuade funding 

bodies to support it to deliver solutions to these problems.  

CRJI has developed over the past 15 years into a respected community based 

project and has worked hard to enable its communities to adopt restorative 

approaches to its problems with harmful conflicts and crime. Its challenges 

now are to establish relationships based upon trust and mutual respect with 

statutory agencies such as the police. It also needs to demonstrate to the 

community that it can contribute to address the serious problems of gang 

violence and large groups of young people in conflict with local residents. It 
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also intends to provide a positive service to the complex problems that the 

traveller community experi ences as an ethnic minority in West Belfast. In 

enhancing its status and engaging in more complex work, CRJI also require 

statistical information to demonstrate its in -depth understanding of the issues 

it wishes to address.  

Northlands in Derry has many years of experience of the treatment and 

support of addictions. However, its Director has realised that the use of drugs 

is not only a personal problem but also a serious issue for local working class 

communities. Local people are concerned about drug dealers selling drugs to 

young people and the effects of widespread drug use on social cohesion and 

community safety. As a result some people support armed groups who have 

not accepted the peace process and continue to threaten political violence. 

According to the police at least 85 people have been shot by the Derry 

vigilante group. Over 200 young men have been forced to leave their homes in 

Derry. Again Northlands needs access to statistical data so as to contextualise 

this problem and argue that neither a therapeutic nor a security response is 

sufficient to address the use of drugs. In this way Northlands intends to 

mobilise local communities to address drugs restoratively.  

Consequently the University of Ulster has supported these organisations to 

commission the statistical review presented below. This was conducted by Dr. 

John McCord. What is presented in this report is a shortened version of the 

full report. Dr. McCord provided detail ed statistics on specific 

neighbourhoods in which the organisations intend to deliver their services.  

The University team will use this data to enable each organisation to think 

strategically about the needs that they have identified and to design and 

develop restorative practices tailored to address these needs. This will also be 

supported by training and study tours organised by the University of Ulster.  

The data in this report will be used to support these organisations in the 

development of strategies and restorative processes to address their issues. 

The statistical review combined with the stakeholder consultations analysed 

later in the report will also serve as a baseline starting point for the research 

so as to measure the óroad travelledô over the next two years. The research 
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team will repeat the exercise in two yearsô time with a view to assessing 

whether the three organisationsô initiatives have had a measurable impact.  
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Statistical r eport a nd commentary on each a rea  

1. Methodology  

 
In order to conduct a statistical profile of the defined study areas under 

investigation, the research adopted a quantitative approach. In this context, 

quantitative research employs the utilisation of numbers and statistical 

methods, such as aggregation, comparison and summarisation of data and 

statistical analysis to provide solid statistics in order to observe quantifiable 

patterns or trends to make general descriptions or draw conclusions (Punch, 

2005). The relative ease of collection, summation and tabulation of 

quantitative data allows for clear knowledge transfer in an explicit format to 

support the study of social reality by testing theories and hypotheses (Babbie, 

2007).  

 

1.1 Secondary d ata  
 
 
The quantitative analysis involved the use of secondary datasets. For this 

aspect of the project, data has been selected from a range of datasets relating 

to Population, Health & Social Care, Education and Crime available from 

Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA) and the Northern 

Ireland Neighbourhood Info rmation Service (NINIS) which provide access to 

official statistics and locational information relating to Northern Ireland and 

small areas across Northern Ireland.  Where possible the most recent data was 

used at the lowest geographic level to provide meaningful insight and 

comparison.  The recent release of census data3 also permitted a thorough and 

robust analysis of the study areas. 

 

1.2 The study a rea  

 
The project involve three defined areas for study: South Belfast, West Belfast 

and Derry/Londonderry. Data was mined and cleaned at various geographic 

levels to provide insight into the areas under investigation. To achieve this, the 

                                                           
3 Census data refers to data derived from the 2011 UK census. 
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project areas were sub-divided into Wards 4 and Super Output areas5 to permit 

the analysis of specific locations at the lower level within the broad areas 

under investigation.  Each of these regions is considered in detail below.  

  

                                                           
4 The electoral wards are subdivisions of urban and rural areas used primarily for statistics 

and elections. 
5 Super Output Areas (SOAs) are a new geography to improve the reporting of small area 
statistics. Until recently the standard unit of presenting local statistical information has been 
the Electoral Ward. However, in Northern Ireland, Wards vary greatly in population siz e from 
fewer than 800 residents to more than 9,000. This is not ideal for regional and local 
comparisons. It is possible to delineate Super Output Areas with a mean population of around 
2,000 people. 
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2. Profile of West Belfast study a rea  

 
For the purposes of this project, the geographical region of West Belfast is 

defined by the Wards and Super Output areas identified in Table 1 and Figure 

1, below.   

Figure 1 Map showing the West Belfast Study Area by Super Output Area  

 

Statistical information on the geographic characteristics of the West Belfast 

show that this area covers a land area of 21.84 km2 or 2,184.17 hectares and 

comprises 11 wards and, at the lower geographical level, 31 Super Output 

Areas. 
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Table 1 West Belfast Study Area  

WEST BELFAST  

WARD  Ward 

km 2 

Super Output 

Area  

SOA 

km 2 

Specific Areas for 

Study  

Andersonstown 1.079 

Andersonstown 1 0.4249 

Andersonstown Andersonstown 2 0.3 

Andersonstown 3 0.3541 

Beechmount 0.8395 

Beechmount 1 0.252 

 Beechmount 2 0.2213 

Beechmount 3 0.3662 

Clonard 0.6109 
Clonard 1 0.3736 

 

Clonard 2 0.2373 

Falls 1.1999 

Falls 1 0.4509 

Falls Falls 2 0.2552 

Falls 3 0.4938 

Falls Park 2.3497 

Falls Park 1 1.7516 

 Falls Park 2 0.2945 

Falls Park 3 0.3036 

Glen Road 1.5742 

Glen Road 1 0.9888  

 Glen Road 2 0.3161 

Glen Road 3 0.2693 

Glencolin 9.542 

Glencolin 1 8.6172 

 
Glencolin 2 0.4707 

Glencolin 3 0.1821 

Glencolin 4 0.272 

Poleglass 0.7557 

Poleglass 1 0.4044  

Poleglass 
Poleglass 2 0.3513 

Twinbrook  0.6094  
Twinbrook 1 0.3842 

Twinbrook  
Twinbrook 2  0.2252 
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Upper 

Springfield  
2.5026 

Upper Springfield 

1 
1.8536 

 
Upper Springfield 

2 
0.3831 

Upper Springfield 

3 
0.2659 

Whiterock  0.7788 

Whiterock 1 0.246 

Whiterock  Whiterock 2  0.348 

Whiterock  3 0.1848 

 

 
In the context of this study area, it is notable that identified specific areas for 

study accord with Ward and Super Output Areas. Therefore, where practical, 

the analysis will utilise available Ward and SOA level statistics to present a 

statistical profile of the West Belfast area. 

 

2.1 Demographics  

 
This theme related to vital population statistics can help to describe the 

demographic characteristics of the study areas and their relativity to the 

overall NI population. These include statistics on the size and geographic 

distribution of the population including age, eth nicity and religious 

composition. This section will provide a brief overview of the demographic of 

the bespoke West Belfast area of the study. 

 

2.1.1 Population  

 

Census tract6 population statistics show that the usually resident population 

of the West Belfast area was 55,337 accounting for 3.1% of the Northern 

Ireland total population. Of this population, 47.3% of usual residents were 

male and 52.7% of the usual population were female. This male to female ratio 

is by-and-large similar across all wards contained within West Belfast Study 

area displaying little variance between and across areas. 

 

 

                                                           
6 On Census Day (27 March 2011). 



 14 

Table 2 Population of West Belfast in 2011  

West Belfast 
Population  

Total 
Residents  

Male Residents 
(%)  

Female Residents 
(%)  

Andersonstown 4,907 46.04% 53.96% 

Beechmount 5,485 46.38% 53.62% 

Clonard 4,975 47.76% 52.24% 

Falls 5,184 47.99% 52.01% 

Falls Park 5,343 46.08% 53.92% 

Glen Road 5,573 48.41% 51.59% 

Glencolin 6,498 49.2% 50.8% 

Poleglass 3,781 46.97% 53.03% 

Twinbrook  2,647 48.39% 51.61% 

Upper Springfield  5,250 46.82% 53.18% 

Whiterock  5,694 46.72% 53.28% 

Total Population  55,337  47.3%  52.7%  

 

The distribution and concentration of the population across the West Belfast 

Study area can be observed in Figure 2. This indicates population variance in 

the population distribution across the area with pockets of high concentration 

observed in Clonard, Whiterock and Poleglass.   
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Figure 2 Map showing the population of the West Belfast Study area  

 

Considering the overall trend of the population in this area, the Mid -Year 

Estimates (MYE) of Population time series data indicates that there has been 

gradual overall population decline in this region between 2001 and 2010 

(Figure 3). Although Census figures indicate the population figures are higher 

in 2011, there has been an overall negative percentage change of -4.99% in the 

total population between census figures in 2001 and 2011.   

Figure 3 Population trends for the West Belfa st study area  
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2.1.2 Population a ge 

 
Figures also indicate that 25% of the population were aged under 18 years old, 

44.3% below the age of 30 years of age and almost 18% were above the age of 

60. The average age of the population in this study area is 34 years old (Table 

3). 

Table 3 Population Age of West Belfast Study area in 2011  

Population Age 
Per cent of area 

population (%)  

0-17 25.04% 

18-29 19.24% 

30-59 37.46% 

60+ 17.81% 

Average (median) 

Age 

34 

   

2.1.3 Population ethnicity, religion and national i dentity  

 
Considering the resident population, census figures indicate the relative 

ethnicity and religion of the West Belfast study area. The figures show that 

97.9% were from the white ethnic group;  92.5% belong to or were brought up 

in the Catholic religion and 5.05% belong to or were brought up in a 

'Protestant and Other Christian (including Christian related)' religion.  In 

relation to identity, statistics indicate that  11.3% had a British national 

ident ity, 67.9% had an Irish national identity and 22.6% had a Northern Irish 

national identity (Table 4).  

Table 4 Ethnicity, Religion and National Identity of West Belfast study area  

Ethnicity (%)  Religion (%)  National Identity (%)  

Whi te Irish 

Traveller 

Chinese Asian Black Catholi

c 

Protestan

t and 

other 

None British  Irish  Northern 

Irish  

97.9% 0.16% 0.22% 1.16% 0.17% 92.5% 5.05% 1.85% 11.3% 67.9% 22.6% 

 

When this is examined at the lower geography, it can be observed that there 

are areas with a deep religious concentration within the West Belfast Study 

area, although it can be seen that this dilutes slightly with closer proximity to 

the central business district (Figure 4). Nonetheless, overall, it should be 
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noted that the figures highlight the overwhelming majority of Catholics across 

the entire study area (Figure 4 and Figure 5).  

Figure 4 Map showing the percentage of Catholics by SOA across the West 
Belfast Study area  

 

Figure 5 Map showing the percentage of Protestants and other religion by SOA 
across the West Belfast Study area  

 

 

 

  



 18 

2.2 Housing   

This section briefly discusses the communities and neighbourhoods in which 

people live and specifically housing statistics and benefits. In this context, it 

outlines housing stock, household composition and ownership. 

2.2.1 Property Type  

 
Figures indicate that there are a total of 22,896 properties in the West Belfast 

Study area. When this is disaggregated by property type (Figure 6), it shows 

that 56.2% of properties are terraced properties and 22.7% are semi-detached 

dwellings. Notably, detached properties account for only 3.5% of properties in 

this geographical region.   

Figure 6 Number of properties by type in West Belfast Study Area  

 

 

2.2.2 Number of Households  

 
Census statistics for 2011 further reveal the total number of households in the 

study area to be 21,875 with an overall average household size of 2.53 (Table 

5). One person households represent 30.1% of total households in the area, 

with both one and two person households cumulatively constituting 58.4% of 

all households.  

Table 5 Number people per household  

Number of 

Households  

Persons per household  Average 

household 

size  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

21,875 6592 6176 4041 2779 1448 626 139 74 2.53 

2.2.3 Housing Ownership  

Census figures show that 52.9% of households in the West Belfast Study area 
were owner occupied, with 20% of properties owned outright. A further 42.3% 

880 

5,429 

12,856 

138 

3,593 
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of homes were rented with 23.2% rented from the Northern Ireland Housing 
Association, 9.1% renting from a Housing Association and 10% from private 
landlords (Table 6) . 

 
Table 6 Housing ownership and tenancy  

Owner Occupier  Rented  

Owns % Mortgage % NIHE  % Housing 
Association 

% Private 
Landlord  

% 

4383 20% 7190 32.9% 5070 23.2% 2000  9.1% 2189 10% 

 

 

2.2.4 Housing benefit c laimants  

 
Official government statistics also show that the number of Housing Benefit 

claimants across the West Belfast Study region was 9,590 in 2012, accounting 

for 5.9% of the total claimants in Northern Ireland. The figures clearly show 

year on year increases and an upward trend in the number of claimants in the 

study region, with an overall percentage increase of 17.6% observed (Table 7). 

Table 7 Number of Housing Benefit Claimants across West Belfast Study area 
2008 -2012  

WEST 

BELFAST  
2008  2009  2010  2011 2012  

Andersonstown 448 485 486 486 510 

Beechmount 753 848 892 947 1000 

Clonard 922 1117 1212 1268 1270 

Falls 1351 1370 1419 1437 1430 

Falls Park 399 463 507 520 570 

Glen Road 616 615 658 676 720 

Glencolin 782 860 858 860 860  

Poleglass 461 442 464 486 510 

Twinbrook  436 446 474 481 480 

Upper 

Springfield  
816 862 876 908 970 

Whiterock  1168 1216 1257 1268 1270 

Total  8152 8724 9103 9337 9590 
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Concentration of housing claimants at ward level can be observed in Figure 8. 

The figures for 2012 show a high concentration of claimants in the Falls, 

Clonard, Whiterock and Beechmount wards which equate to 58.2% of total 

claimants. Spatially, the closer wards to the CBD demonstrate high instances 

of claimants than those positioned towards the West. 

 

Figure 7 Map showing the concentration of Housing Benefit claimants in West 
Belfast Study area  

 

2.3 Health  

This theme covers statistics on people, their health, disability and illness 

within the context of the West Belfast Study region. In this regard, it provides 

analysis of statistics relating to public health, health services, social care, 

including Disability Living Allowanc e and Carers Allowance. 

2.3.1 Disability and i llness  

2011 statistics show that 29.7% of the population of West Belfast study area 

had a long-term health problem or disability that limited their day -to-day 



 21 

activities. However, 70.5% of people in this area stated their general health 

was either good or very good (Figure 8). 

Figure 8  General Health of the West Belfast Study Area population  

 

 

2.3.2 Disability Living Allowance  

 
Considering disability, official statistics show that the number of Disability 

Living Allowance (DLA) claimants across the West Belfast Study region in 

2012 was 11,870 which represented 6.3% of the total recipients in Northern 

Ireland.  Figures from 2011 indicate that the number of recipients accounted 

for 21.2% of the West Belfast population. Taken together, the figures clearly 

show upward trend in the number of claimants over the time period with an 

overall percentage increase of 6.3% observed between 2008 and 2012 (Figure 

9). 

Figure 9 Number of Disability Living Allowance recipients in West Belfast Study 
area  

 

At SOA level figures for 2012 show the spatial concentration of DLA claimants 

is prominent in both Clonard wards and Wh iterock which radiates across the 

study area towards the south-west (Figure 10). 
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Figure 10 Map showing the concentration of DLA claimant numbers across West 
Belfast Study area  

 

The temporal analysis shows a relatively uniform and consistent picture 

across the wards. Whiterock ward has the highest number of DLA claimants 

(12.6%), followed closely by Upper Springfield, Glencolin and the Falls (Table 

8). 

 
Table 8  Number of Disability Living Allowance recipients in West Belfast Study 
area  

DLA Recipients  2008  2009  2010  2011 2012  

Andersonstown 953 963 977 971 950 

Beechmount 993 1004 1030 1048 1060 

Clonard 911 969 1038 1109 1110 

Falls 1,280 1,259 1,279 1,292 1,290 

Falls Park 871 884 950 920 970 
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Glen Road 1,046 1,024 1,069 1,081 1,090 

Glencolin 1,249 1,298 1,329 1,325 1,310 

Poleglass 587 585 608 608 610 

Twinbrook  610 614 626 622 620 

Upper Springfield  1,240 1,257 1,267 1,287 1,360 

Whiterock  1,426 1,444 1,485 1,481 1,500 

Total  11,166 11,301  11,658  11,744  11,870  

 

2.3.3 Multiple Disability Living Allowance  

 
The figures show that there has been sharp uplift in the number of recipients 

of Multiple disability Living Allowance in the West Belfast Study area since 

2010. Prior to this the trend observed progressive decline in the number of 

recipients, although this was nominal in real terms.  Overall there has been a 

3.7% increase over the period (Figure 11). In 2012, there were 14,680 

recipients from the West Belfast region, accounting for 5.3% of total recipients 

in Northern Ireland. When considered against West Belfast population, 2011 

figures indicate that the number of recipients accounted for 26.4% of this 

population and 5.3% of all Northern Ireland recipients i n this year.   

Figure 11 Number of Multiple Disability Living Allowance recipients in West 
Belfast  
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2.3.4 Carers  

 
Furthermore, the number of carers across the study region is also relevant.  

Government figures reveal that 3,640 carers allowance claimants in 2012 

accounting for 6.2% of the total claimants in Northern Ireland. In terms of 

2011 figures, the number of carers allowance claimants (3,491) accounted for 

8.1% of the West Belfast population aged 16 and over. The statistics in Table 9 

(below) further identify that 42% of claimants were male and 58% female.  

When disaggregated by age, 30.8% of claimants were aged 35-49 years, 28% 

fell within the 50 -64 group and 17.9% the 16-34 age band. Overall, the table 

shows a progressive uplift in the number of claimants with an overall 

percentage change increase of 18.8% over the 5 year period. 

 
Table 9 Number of Carers Allowance claimants across West Belfast Study area 
by age and sex  

Carers Allowance Claimants  20 08  2009  2010  2011 2012  

Total  3,065  3,241 3,426  3,491  3,640  

Male (16-34 years) 178 208 247 256 270 

Male (35-49 years) 458 434 421 408 410 

Male (50-64 years) 373 392 424 443 450 

Male (65+ years) 285 327 359 372 400  

Female (16-34 years) 286 322 345 352 380 

Female (35-49 years) 664 681 676 689 710 

Female (50-64 years) 479 517 538 537 570 

Female (65+ years) 337 357 416 432 450 

 

2.4 Health p roblems  

 
The health of the population can also be considered by types of health 

problems. In relation to patients registers by disease categories, Local 

Government District (LGD) statistics show the trends across the overall 

Belfast area (Figure 12). Overall, there has been a slight incline across all 

disease types, except for heart disease patients which show a nominal decline 

over the period. The trends highlight the growing concern in relation to 

diabetes mellitus which shows a percentage change increase of 17.1%, asthma 

showing a percentage change of 10.7% and diabetes which also shows a 

percentage change increase of 5.4% between 2009 and 2012. 
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Figure 12 Disease Registrations in Belfast (LGD) between 2009 -2012  

 

Assembly Area (AA 1998) figures for 2011 also indicate the prevalence of 

disease categories at the lower level of West Belfast area (Figure 13). The 

figures show that there were 28,434 health related registrations and that 

Obesity and Asthma are prevalent health concerns among the West Belfast 

(AA) population, a trend consistent with the overall picture of Bel fast. Further 

analysis suggests that Diabetes (33.4%) and Asthma (32.8%) registrations in 

West Belfast account for a third of the Belfast total in 2011. Similarly, 

registrations in categories for Asthma (32.8%), Heart Disease (30%) Strokes 

(30%) and Obesity (29.2%) account for just under a third of the Belfast totals.  

Figure 13 Disease Registrations in West Belfast (AA 1998) in 2011  

 

2.4.1 Cancer  

 
Health statistics show the cancer incidence across the West Belfast study area 

by ward for the period 2006 -2010 (Figure 14). Overall, the West Belfast area 

accounted for 3.4% of the Northern Ire land total incidence of cancer. In 

general terms, there is a relatively uniform spread of cancer incidences across 

the West Belfast Study area. The Andersonstown ward shows the highest 

incidence of cancer comprising 13% with both Falls Park and Glen Road wards 

displaying 12% of cancer incidences between 2006 and 2010. Nonetheless, 
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both Twinbrook and Poleglass wards show a much lower level of cancer 

incidences (4%) in comparison to the other wards.  

Figure 14 Incidence of cancer across West Belfast 2006 -2010  

 
 

 

2.4.2 Alcohol  

 
Generally speaking, figures from 2011 relating to Alcohol Consumption across 
the Belfast area (LGD) reveal the frequency of alcohol consumption by age 
and gender. Figure 15 shows that alcohol consumption is higher for males 
across all age bands, except the 60-75 group.   
 

 
Figure 15 Frequency of alcohol consumption  

 

The figures reveal that overall consumption by males (79.1%) and females 

(74.1%) between the ages of 18-75 is higher than the respective NI average for 

males (77.6%) and females (71.8%). The figures also show that males in the 

Belfast area were higher than the NI average across all age bands, except the 

60-75 group. In respect of females, the figures show mixed findings insofar 

that alcohol consumption for those in the 18-29 age band is significantly 

higher in Belfast (90.2%) than the NI average (78.9%), lower (70.1%) than the 

NI average (79.1%)  for 30-44  age band and higher in Belfast (62.5%) than NI 

average (54.1%) for those aged between 60-75 years old. Furthermore, 
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statistics show that Belfast (8.9%) has a higher incidence of dangerous weekly 

consumption than the NI average (4.9%) and that male consumption of 

alcohol and binge drinking is higher than females (Figure 16). It is notable 

that binge drinking for males in Belfast (42.5%) is higher than the NI average 

(34.5%) whereas females in Belfast (18.5%) are below the NI average (24.9%). 

 

Figure 16 Alcohol Consumption by level, type and sex  

 

 

Official statistics relating to alcohol related deaths for Belfast West (AA) 

provide an insight into alcohol related problems across the study region. The 

figures show a relatively consistent trend of alcohol related deaths with West 

Belfast accounting for approximately one third of all alcohol related deaths in 

Belfast (LGD) across the time period (Figure 17). 

Figure 17 Alcohol related deaths across Belfast and West Belfast  
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2.4.3 Mental h ealth  

 
At a general level, statistics for Belfast highlights the prevalence of mental 

health issues across the Belfast local government district. The figures show a 

strong upward trend in registrations with an overall percentage change 

increase in mental health (12.4%), dementia (24.1%) and learning disability 

(50.3%) registrations over the time period (Figure 18).  

Figure 18 Trend of mental health is sues between 2009 and 2012  

 

Figures for 2011 also identify the number of persons within the West Belfast 

area who were registered with learning disabilities, dementia or on the ment al 

health register (Figure 19). This indicates that the West Belfast (AA) 

accounted for 28% of Mental Health registrations, 26% of Dementia 

registrations and 36% of Learning Disability registration in Belfast (LGD).  

 

Figure 19 Mental health registrations in West Belfast (AA) 2011  
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2.5 Crime and a nt i -social behaviour  

This theme relates to crime and justice and various sets of statistics collected 

from the PSNI and other justice agencies. The statistics include types of 

recorded crimes, Anti -Social Behaviour Incidents, Domestic Abuse and Hate 

Motivati on. 

2.5.1 Recorded crime o ffences  

 
In 2011 the number of recorded crime offences in West Belfast accounted for 

21.3% of the Belfast total and 6.2% of the Northern Ireland total. Over the 7 

year period 2005 to 2011 the number of recorded criminal offences totalled 

47,296, with an annual average of 6,757 incidents. Disaggregation of the 

recorded crime offences clearly reveals a mixed picture and distinction in the 

prevalence of crime type in West Belfast, although it is notable that the Falls, 

Falls Park and Clonard wards have the highest number and concentration of 

recorded crime offences (Figure 20).  

Figure 20  Map showing recorded crime across the West Belfast Study area in 
2011 

 

The most prominent type of crime was criminal damage totalling 12,345 

recorded incidents (26.1%) between 2005 and 2011 with an annual average of 

1,764. Nonetheless, this type of crime has been steadily decreasing with 2011 
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figures significantly below the 7 year annual average. Indeed, post 2007 there 

appears to have been a significant reduction in reported criminal damage 

incidences with an average of 1,442 cases between 2008 and 2011. Violence 

against another person has remained steady across the time period and 

constituted 24.3% of all recorded crime episodes, comprising on average 1,641 

offences per annum. Theft represented 19.1% of criminal activity between 

2005 and 2011, with an annual average of 1,288 recorded offences. The time 

series does show that this type of offence has progressively increased albeit 

nominally since 2006. Both vehicle crime and burglary demonstrate recent 

reductions in the number of offences for 2011 against the medium-term 

annual averages and show a modest decreasing trend, albeit fluctuating, 

between 2005 and 2011. Conversely, however is the trend analysis for both 

offences of a sexual and drug related nature which reveals considerable 

increases above the medium-term annual averages. Recorded drug offences 

show an increase in 2011 of 32% from 2010 levels (Table 10).  

Table 10 Crime in West Belfast Study Area  

Crime Type  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 

Total 

over  

period  

Average  

Recorded 

crime - 

offences 

7,450 7,805 6,535 6,178 6,534 6,409 6385 47,296 6,757 

Violence 

against the 

person 

1,690 1,717 1,566 1,615 1,532 1,687 1,682 11,489 1,641 

Criminal 

damage 
2,266 2,501 1,809 1,459 1,478 1,401 1,431 12,345 1,764 

Robbery 183 181 119 129 134 171 159 1,076 154 

Burglary  524 639 558 446 517 521 478 3683 526 

Offences 

against vehicles 
897 916 801 650 940 706 667 5,577 797 

Other theft 

offences 
1,256 1,315 1,223 1,251 1,317 1,297 1,355 9,014 1,288 

Sexual offences 48 63 66 80 65 88 84 494 71 

Drug offences 89 103 92 139 160 156 206 945 135 

Fraud and 

forgery 
241 160 109 175 116 139 108 1048 150 

Other 

miscellaneous 
258 208 188 242 276 230 207 1609 230 
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offences 

 

Examination of the recorded crime statistics at the lower geography of Ward 

level provides additional insight into the spatial distribution of the crime types 

across the West Belfast study area. In relation to the number of recorded 

offences, figures highlight that a number of wards have witnessed a general 

linear decrease in recorded criminal offences since 2005. Of pertinent 

importance is the level of recorded crime incidents within the Falls ward from 

2005. Indeed, in 2011 the level of crime offences comprised 37% of all activity 

within West Belfast in its entirety (Table 11). At the other end of the spectrum 

both Poleglass and Twinbrook wards have consistently recorded the lowest 

number of criminal offences from 2005. The figures suggest that Poleglass 

constituted 3% of recorded crime with Twinbrook representing 2.3%.  

Table 11 Number of Recorded Offences in West Belfast Study area  

WEST BELFAST  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 

Andersonstown 410 358 290 311 276 327 299 

Beechmount 690 737 630 549 489 542 527 

Clonard 737 743 518 616 623 670 585 

Falls 2365 2468 2144 2194 2459 2258 2368 

Falls Park 764 871 577 574 636 637 570 

Glen Road 440 425 400  278 279 354 396 

Glencolin 489 417 436 385 480 425 429 

Poleglass 228 299 258 206 195 206 194 

Twinbrook  203 222 202 202 214 139 153 

Upper Springfield  467 457 461 389 436 392 444 

Whiterock  657 808  619 474 447 459 420 

Total  7450  7805  6535  6178  6534  6409  6385  

 

2.5.1.1 Violence against the  person  

 
Analysis of the violent crime spatially across the wards comprising the West 

Belfast study area reveals the Falls ward to have steadily increased its 

percentage volume of violence against the person between 2005 and 2011. In 

2005 the Falls ward represented 20% of violent crime which increased to circa 
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25% by 2011. Parallel to the overall level of recorded criminal activity both 

Poleglass (4.1%) and Twinbrook (3.2%) areas constitute the lowest level of 

recorded violence against the person which is also the case for Andersonstown 

ward (6.8%) in 2005, which by 2011 had marginally decreased (Poleglass, 

3.5%; Twinbrook, 2.1% and Andersonstown, 6.3%). All other wards showed a 

relatively uniform spatial -temporal consistency in violence against the person 

(Table 12). 

Table 12 Violence against the person in West Belfast Study area  

WEST BELFAST  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 

Andersonstown 115 88 81 93 85 82 107 

Beechmount 150 155 136 179 117 160 166 

Clonard 168 145 138 188 139 208 171 

Falls 337 414 363 394 398 451 433 

Falls Park 164 172 139 146 160 134 150 

Glen Road 134 150 111 71 87 96 149 

Glencolin 150 122 141 115 154 153 126 

Poleglass 70 77 77 61 48 74 59 

Twinbrook  55 65 55 57 73 42 37 

Upper Springfield  171 126 130 152 133 135 149 

Whiterock  176 203 195 159 138 152 135 

Total  1690  1717 1566  1615 1532 1687  1682  

 

2.5.1.2 Criminal d amage  

 
In terms of criminal damage, the general trend across all sub-wards 

comprising the West Belfast study area illustrates a decline over the 7 year 

period 2005 -2011. The ward which demonstrates the most significant change 

is the Whiterock ward which exhibited  a decrease in criminal damage by 

58.9% when comparing 2005 and 2011 figures. This is also similar for the 

Clonard ward (50.2%). The Falls ward comprised 24.7% of all criminal 

damage incidents in 2005 which steadily increased to 33.3% of all recorded 

crimi nal damage offences in West Belfast in 2011 (Table 13). In contrast, 

Andersonstown, Falls Park and Clonard and Whiterock wards have all shown 

high percentage reduction in criminal damage from the base year of 2005. 
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Table 13 Criminal Damage in West Belfast Study area  

WEST BELFAST  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 

Andersonstown 111 82 71 88 48 55 54 

Beechmount 206 293 205 103 110 107 107 

Clonard 291 304 139 176 180 180 145 

Falls 559 559 442 366 475 392 477 

Falls Park 180 223 121 116 95 108 81 

Glen Road 162 126 138 95 70 97 108 

Glencolin 147 121 136 133 135 106 119 

Poleglass 60 105 83 54 56 51 50 

Twinbrook  80 70 74 63 50 38 42 

Upper Springfield  164 201 166 116 120 128 122 

Whiterock  306 417 234 149 139 139 126 

Total  2,266  2,501  1,809  1,459  1,478  1,401  1,431 

 

2.5.1.3 Robbery  

 
Scrutiny of the number of robbery offences shows an initial reduction in the 

number of incidents in 2007 and 2008; however this appears to have steadily 

increased in 2010 and 2011. The number of robbery incidents across the West 

Belfast wards is relatively consistent in terms of volume with the exception of 

Poleglass and Twinbrook which exhibit extremely low figures (Table 14). The 

standout ward is the Falls followed closely by Falls Park, which has reduced its 

level of robbery from 2005 levels, equating to 30.2% and 13.2% of all recorded 

robbery incidents in 2011.  

Table 14 Robbery in West Belfast Study area  

WEST BELFAST  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 

Andersonstown 16 21 8 6 3 7 13 

Beechmount 12 20 9 12 9 12 16 

Clonard 23 26 7 14 18 12 18 

Falls 54 41 43 52 46 61 48 
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Falls Park 39 34 10 17 15 25 21 

Glen Road 4 5 13 3 6 6 11 

Glencolin 10 7 10 4 12 18 15 

Poleglass 7 3 5 3 3 3 3 

Twinbrook  3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

Upper Springfield  6 11 8 6 13 9 3 

Whiterock  9 10 3 9 6 15 8 

Total  183  181 119 129 134 171 159 

 

2.5.1.4 Burglary  

 

Burglary statistics indicate that the level of burglary in West Belfast is 

generally decreasing linearly in overall terms, though this is nonetheless 

slightly more complex when examining the ward areas. Figures demonstrate 

that a number of areas (Andersonstown, the Falls) display a general soft 

decline in burglary occurrences where others have remained relatively stable.  

Table 15 Burglary in West Belfast Study area  

WEST BELFAST  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 

Andersonstown 37 30 31 16 23 38 21 

Beechmount 45 42 48 47 41 48 47 

Clonard 41 65 59 53 47 60 51 

Falls 118 157 98 111 101 101 86 

Falls Park 80 66 70 52 68 69 54 

Glen Road 32 54 38 31 40 48 45 

Glencolin 64 49 46 26 46 37 52 

Poleglass 33 50 40 28 34 25 25 

Twinbrook  21 33 30 25 25 26 23 

Upper Springfield  16 30 35 23 43 27 26 

Whiterock  37 63 63 34 49 42 48 

Total  524  639  558  446  517 521 478  
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2.5 .1.5 Vehicle crime  

 
Vehicle crime in West Belfast presents a relatively oscillating picture across 

the time series. Nonetheless, it shows a tempered decline overall on average 

with the most recent 2011 figures the lowest since 2009. Spatially, there is 

high variability across the West Belfast market in volume of incidents. Fig ures 

for 2011 display a relatively strong uniform decline across all markets when 

compared with 2010, with the exception to the Falls ward. Although revealing 

a decline in 2007 and 2008, vehicle crime has augmented by 17.4% between 

2010 and 2011 (Table 16). Moreover the Falls ward dominates the level of 

West Belfast vehicle crime, with 2011 statistics exhibiting it to comprise 50.5% 

of total offences in the study area. 

Table 16 Offences against vehicles in West Belfast Study area  

WEST BELFAST  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 

Andersonstown 42 50 34 26 32 27 25 

Beechmount 94 91 88 62 80 58 43 

Clonard 101 108 90 82 133 119 89 

Falls 323 305 269 244 436 287 337 

Falls Park 76 102 83 63 70 56 36 

Glen Road 37 39 46 33 25 28 20 

Glencolin 64 76 47 37 49 45 25 

Poleglass 28 32 28 25 13 9 7 

Twinbrook  19 26 19 14 16 9 12 

Upper Springfield  48 34 47 25 40 28 38 

Whiterock  65 53 50 39 46 40 35 

Total  897  916 801  650  940  706  667  

2.5 .1.6 Sexual offences  

 
Statistics for West Belfast show a moderate rise in recorded sexual offences 

from 48 reported offences in 2005 to 84 incidents in 2011. At ward level the 

number of sexual incidents fluctuates, however there is limited variance 

within most of these location s (Table 17). The Falls ward overwhelmingly 

dominates the volume of sexual crime offences in West Belfast constituting on 

average 23% of total incidents in the area since 2007.    
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Table 17 Sexual Offences in West Belfast Study area  

WEST BELFAST  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 

Andersonstown 3 8 3 5 3 6 5 

Beechmount 4 5 4 5 11 3 8 

Clonard 3 6 7 9 5 10 9 

Falls 8 11 14 19 19 19 22 

Falls Park 4 13 3 3 5 14 5 

Glen Road 6 3 6 6 3 3 3 

Glencolin 3 3 10 7 3 6 8 

Poleglass 3 5 3 4 3 3 5 

Twinbrook  4 3 3 4 3 3 6 

Upper Springfield  7 3 6 7 7 11 3 

Whiterock  3 3 7 11 3 10 10 

Total  48  63  66  80  65  88  84  

 

2.5.1.7 Drug offences  

 
In general West Belfast displays an upward trend in the volume of drug 

offences, specifically from 2007. Figures show that in 2008 that 139 drug 

offences were recorded which steadily increased to circa 160 in 2009-2010. 

The statistics for 2011 indicate that 206 drug offences were committed in West 

Belfast illustrating a 28.8% proliferation. Inspection of drug offences at the 

disaggregated level clearly shows the Falls ward to be the most problematical 

in terms of volume of drug incidents recorded. Indeed, t here appears to be an 

uplift in the number of offences in this ward area from 2007 and a sharp 

increase in 2011 of 34.7% from 2010 figures (Table 18). The remaining wards 

do show an increase generally in the number of offences recorded post 2007 

which corr elates with the macroeconomic downturn.  

Table 18 Drug Offences in West Belfast Study area  

WEST BELFAST  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 

Andersonstown 3 9 3 5 11 13 13 

Beechmount 5 10 10 14 11 12 16 
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Clonard 3 8 3 19 19 11 16 

Falls 44 33 28 43 45 49 66 

Falls Park 9 6 3 3 10 14 16 

Glen Road 7 10 3 5 7 16 16 

Glencolin 6 3 3 11 12 10 16 

Poleglass 3 5 6 8 6 11 7 

Twinbrook  3 3 9 12 12 9 12 

Upper Springfield  3 7 13 10 19 3 16 

Whiterock  3 9 11 9 8 8 12 

Total  89  103  92  139 160  156 206  

 

2.5.2 Offences recorded with a D omestic Abuse Motivation by year  

 
Statistics show the number of Offences recorded with a Domestic Abuse 

Motivation in the West Belfast Study region between 2004 and 2011.  In 2011, 

there were 548 recorded anti-social behaviour incidents in West Belfast which 

accounted for 5.3% of the North ern Ireland total.  Figure 21 shows that the 

number of recorded incidents has undulated over the period and that, since 

2008, there has been an upward trend the number of incidents has increased 

steadily. Overall, there has been a percentage change increase of 1.7% in 

offences with a domestic motivation between 2004 and 2011. 

Figure 21 Total offences with a domestic abuse motivation in West Belfast study 
area by year  

 

Examination of the domestic abuse statistics at the lower geography of Ward 

level provides additional insight into the spatial distribution of these incidents 

across the West Belfast study area (Figure 22). This indicates that there is 
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little uniform patte rn to the trends both within and across the local 

geographies.  

Figure 22  Map showing the rate of Domestic Abuse Offences in West Belfast 
Study area in 2011  

 

Furthermore, although the figures show little variation in real terms across 

the study area, some areas were observed to be more problematic than others 

such as Falls, Clonard and Whiterock (Table 19). In this regard the Falls 

accounted for, on average, 15.4% of domestic abuse incidents across the time 

period, with Clonard accounting for 12.6% and Whiterock 10.8%. 

Table 19 Number of domestic abuse motivation offences in West Belfast Study 
area  
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Glencolin 53 78 42 56 40 49 44 56 418 52 

Poleglass 48 33 33 39 38 26 41 31 289 36 

Twinbrook  35 33 39 17 20 33 13 21 211 26 

Upper 

Springfield  
51 65 30 43 40 41 42 52 364 46 

Whiterock  57 70 29 64 54 60 60 40 434 54 

Total  539  578  369  517 446  480  522  548  3999  500  

 

2.5.3 Anti -social behaviour i ncidents  

 
The statistics in Figure 23 show the total number of recorded anti -social 

behaviour incidents in the West Belfast study area from 2006 to 2011. In 2011, 

there were 3039 recorded anti -social behaviour incidents in West Belfast 

study area which accounted for 4.7% of the Northern Ireland total. The trend 

shows that from 2006 to 2009 there was an undulation and upward trajectory 

in the number of recorded incidents over this period. Ho wever, there is a 

point of inflexion in 2009 with the number of incidents declining steadily 

until 2011. Overall, there has been a negative percentage change of -6.5% in 

anti -social behaviour incidents between 2006 and 2011. 

Figure 23  showing total number of anti -social behaviour incidents in West 
Belfast Study area  

 

The statistics disaggregated at ward level show mixed findings both 

temporally and spatially across the time period with relatively limited co -

integration between the areas. The figures also highlight there to be areas 

which are more problematic such as Falls with an average of 896 incidents per 

annum, accounting for 25% of all incidents across the time period (Table 20). 

Also, Clonard and Beechmount were also perceived to be more prevalent 

across the time period with averages of 353 and 391 incidents respectively.  
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Furthermore, Twinbrook (67) and Poleglass (116) were observed to have the 

lowest number of incidents over the year (Figure 24). 

Table 20  Anti -Social Behaviour Incidents by year  

WEST 

BELFAST  
2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 Total  Average  

Andersonstown 270 319 261 225 223 244 1,542 257 

Beechmount 362 521 384 463 335 281 2,346 391 

Clonard 308 307 346 405 408 346 2,120 353 

Falls 857 870 912 916 1,005 816 5,376 896 

Falls Park 266 359 317 367 275 277 1,861 310 

Glen Road 189 295 190 278 237 218 1,407 235 

Glencolin 260 344 343 387 417 245 1,996 333 

Poleglass 68 79 146 119 140 116 668 111 

Twinbrook  94 145 188 157 93 67 744 124 

Upper Springfield  187 314 277 304 269 213 1,564 261 

Whiterock  388 296 268 217 218 216 1,603 267 

Total  3,249  3,849  3,632  3,838  3,620  3,039  21,227  3,538  
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Figure 24  Map showing the rate of Anti -Social Behaviour in West Belfast Study 
area  

 

2.5.4 Hate c rimes  

 
Assembly Area statistics for West Belfast also show the number of hate crimes 

by motivation type. This provides a degree of insight into the West Belfast 

study area under investigation. Notably, the figures indicate, with the 

exception of 2009, there has been an overall decrease in the number of 

recorded hate crime incidents across West Belfast (AA). The most prominent 

hate crime type is those with a sectarian motivation which accounted for 

70.9% of total hate crime incidents in 2011, a trend consistent across the time 

period. It is also notable that there has been an overall decrease in the number 

of racially motivated hate crimes between 2005 (23) and 2011 (6) although 

this has fluctuated during this period (Figure 25).  Overall, the figures also 

show that the number of homophobic hate crimes has increased over the 

period although this is nominal in real terms.  
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Figure 25 Hate crime offences recorded by type in West Belfast (AA 1998)  

 

 

2.6 Deprivation  

 
This study applies statistical approaches to data generated by The Northern 

Ireland Multiple Deprivation Measure (NIMDM, also known as óNoble 

Indicatorsô) as calculated by the Northern Ireland Statistics and Research 

Agency (NISRA). The Northern Ireland Mu ltiple Deprivation Measure is the 

official ranking 7  of spatial deprivation in Northern Ireland. This official 

measure of deprivation provides weighted information on seven measures of 

deprivation 8 , presented spatially at the Super Output Area geography. 

Examination of the overall weighted measure of multiple deprivation for the 

West Belfast study area presents some interesting findings. West Belfast 

comprises the top two most deprived wards (Whiterock and the Falls) in 

Northern Ireland, out of a possible 58 2 ranked wards.  

 

                                                           
7 The rank of the multiple deprivation measure shows that a SOA with a rank of 1 is the most 
deprived, and 890 the least deprived, on this overall measure. A ward with a rank 1 is the 
most deprived, and 582 the least deprived, on the overall measure. 
8 The seven Domain Measures are: Income; Employment; Health Deprivation and Disability; 
Education, Skills and Training; Proximity to Services; Living Environment; Crime and 
Disorder.  
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Figure 26  Map showing the Multiple Deprivation Rank for the West Belfast 
Study area  

 

Of further significance is that out of the eleven wards which constitute the 

West Belfast study area eight (73%) fall within the top decile and five within 

the top two per cent of deprived wards in Northern Ireland illustrating West 

Belfast as severely disadvantaged. The Income deprivation measure reveals 

three of the West Belfast wards (Whiterock, the Falls, and Clonard) to fall 

within the two per cent of most deprived wards based on income rank, with 

Whiterock the most deprived overall. Similar to the ove rall multiple 

deprivation measure, eight out of eleven wards fall within the top decile. 

Moreover, in terms of employment deprivation Whiterock is the most 

deprived ward in Northern Ireland, with the Falls ward the third most 

deprived, and all but one ward (Poleglass) falling inside the top 15 per cent of 

most deprived. This is analogous with the health and disability deprivation 

ranking and education and training measures (Table 21). The proximity to 

services deprivation rank exhibits this not to be a significant issue in West 

Belfast, illustrating that access to services and facilities is relatively good in 

the area. With regards to crime and disorder the Falls ward is ranked sixth 

most deprived in Northern Ireland falling within the one percentile of most  

destitute. Overall, the deprivation measures indubitably show West Belfast 
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and particular wards within West Belfast to be conspicuously deprived based 

on economic, crime, health and life chance measures.  

Table 21 Deprivation Ranks  for West Belfast Study area  

 Multiple 

Deprivation  

Rank  
Income 

Rank  

Employment 

Rank (18 -

59/64 years)  

Health 

Deprivation 

and 

Disability 

Rank  

Education, 

Skills and 

Training 

Rank  

Proximity 

to 

Services 

Rank  

Living 

Environment 

Rank  

Crime 

and 

Disorder 

Rank  

Andersonstown 118 129 72 73 214 569 160 160 

Beechmount 34 39 33 29 72 575 55 53 

Clonard 7 9 8 4 44 579 35 22 

Falls 2 4 3 1 4 577 39 6 

Falls Park 101 121 81 51 230 566 171 55 

Glen Road 43 51 24 31 144 534 111 121 

Glencolin 33 49 27 34 46 343 134 126 

Poleglass 80 65 98 66 84 401 174 131 

Twinbrook  10 15 13 7 22 323 37 61 

Upper 

Springfield  

11 16 9 6 15 529 107 98 

Whiterock  1 1 1 2 8 554 33 41 

 

2.7 Education  

This section provides analysis of school and college education and higher 

Education across the West Belfast cohort through the analysis of school 

Statistics and Higher Education statistics including enrolments, School 

Leavers Survey and Qualifications. 

2.7.1 Further e ducation enrolments  

 
In 2011, the number of further Education Enrolments in West B elfast study 

area was 4,045 equating to 7.3% of the west Belfast Study area population and 

accounting for 2.64% of the Northern Ireland total students in further 

education. Of this total, 58% were female and 42% male and the vast majority 

were Part-Time enrolments (83%) with just 17% Full -Time enrolments. When 

disaggregated by age, the figures reveal that 41% of enrolments were under 20 

years and 22% were in the 20-25 year age group (Table 22). 
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Table 22  Further Educational Enrolments in West Belfast Study area  

West Belfast  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 Average  

Students 5,072 5,617 4,787 4,931 5,268 4,500 4,045 4,889 

Female Students 3,043 3,179 2,686 2,679 2,931 2,485 2,355 2,765 

Male Students 2,029 2,438 2,101 2,252 2,337 2,025 1,700 2,126 

Students aged under 

20 years 
2,016 2,414 2,122 2,238 2,327 1,915 1,645 2,097 

Students aged 20-25 

years 
940 931 855 855 1,037 935 880  919 

Students aged 26+ 

years 
2,116 2,272 1,810 1,838 1,904 1,655 1,515 1,873 

Full -time students 1,243 964 805 815 826 725 670 864 

Part-time Students 3,829 4,653 3,982 4,116 4,442 3,780 3,380 4,026 

 

It is notable that the trends across the time period shows overall gradual 

decline in the number of students across all categories and pronounced for the 

number of female and Full -time students (Figure 27). In percentage change 

terms, the total number of students has decreased by -20.2%, female students 

by -22.6% and Full-time students by -46.1%. 

Figure 27 Trend in Further Education Enrolments in West Belfast Study area  
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2.7.2 Higher education e nrolments  

 
Figures for 2010 show that the number of Enrolments in Higher Education 

from the West Belfast study area was 1,565, equating to 2.8% of the West 

Belfast population and accounting for 2.4% of Northern Ireland students in 

Higher Education. Of this total, 84.3% were undergraduate students and 57% 

were female and 43% male. When disaggregated by age, the figures reveal that 

36% of enrolments were 20 years and under, 28% were aged 21-24 years and 

35% were aged 25 years and above (Table 23). 

Table 23  Enrolments in Higher Education from West Belfast Study area  

West Belfast  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  

Enrolments at HE College 1,693 1,554 1,600  1,445 1,530 1,565 

Males 689 635 635 600  655 670 

Females 1004 919 960 845 870 885 

Students aged 20 and under at HE College 643 596 580 555 565 565 

Students aged 21-24 at HE College 417 420 430 410 445 440 

Students aged 25 and over at HE College 623 532 565 480 510 545 

NI Postgraduate Students 213 205 195 190 225 230 

NI Undergraduate Students 1,474 1,347 1,395 1,255 1,300  1,320 

 

Additional data from the School Leavers Survey provides a further insight into 

this issue. The figures in Table 23 show the destinations of school leavers from 

the area. In general, the trends show that the number of school leavers 

entering further and higher education has remained broadly consistent across 

the period 2006 -2010. The number entering employment over the last few 

years has decreased whilst those who are unemployed have increased 

progressively since 2007. Moreover, 2010 figures reveal that 27% of the cohort 

went to higher education, 25.8% entered further education and 33.5% entered 

employment or training. Finally, 13.2% were unemployed/unknown, 

representing 7.5% of the Northern Ireland total number of school leavers 

whose destination was unemployed or unknown (Figure 28). 
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Figure 28  Destination of School Le avers from West Belfast Study area  

 

 

2.7.3 Students  

 
Census figures from 2011 provide additional insight into the education profile 

of the West Belfast study area. Statistics show that the proportion aged 16 

years and above accounts for 78.2% of the usual population of West Belfast.  

When disaggregated by student and age, figures reveal that the number of 

students aged 16-17 years old accounted for 3.9% of persons aged 16 years and 

above and students in the age band 18-74 accounted for a further 6.1% of this 

population. Economic activity of the student cohort aged 18-74 years also 

reveals that 38% were economically active and in employment, 12% were 

economically active and unemployed and 50% were economically inactive 

(Figure 29). 

Figure 29  Number of Students aged 18 -74 in West Belfast Study area who are 
economically active  
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2.7.4 Highest level of q ualifications  

 
Considering the highest level of qualifications of the population aged 16 and 

above, the statistics for the study area show that 40.5% of the population had 

no qualifications. Additionally, only 13.6% of this population had 

qualifications at Level 4 and above (Figure 30). 

Figure 30  Highest Level of Qualifications in West Belfast Study area  

 

When this is considered in the context of the study area, the figures show 

there are high concentrations of people with no qualifications in Whiterock, 

Falls and Upper Springfield ward locales (Figure 31).  

Figure 31 Map showing rate of people aged 16+ with no qualifications across the 
West Belfast  
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Analysis of data from the School Leavers Survey provides additional insight 

into attainment and qualifications. Statistics for school leavers from the West 

Belfast region indicate that, in 20 10, 48% of school leavers achieved 2+ A-

Levels, 69% left with 5 GCSEôs9  and 4.2% left with no GCSES, which 

accounted for 6.3% of total school leavers with no GCSEôs in Northern Ireland 

that year (Table 24). 

Table 24  School Leavers Attainment  

School Leavers   2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  

Total School Leavers 934 867 825 811 788 

Achieved 2+ A-levels (or equiv) 300 297 350 355 379 

Achieved At Least 5 GCSE's grades A*-C 483 453 514 529 545 

No GCSEs 74 48 49 53 33 

  

2.8 Employment  

 
This section provides an overview of Employment in the West Belfast Study 

area.  Labour market statistics measure different aspects of work and jobs and 

can also provide an insight into the economy. The statistics cover 

employment, participati on and activity in the labour force, as well as claimant 

counts for benefits associated with unemployment and incapacity to work.   

2.8.1 Economic a ctivity  

 
Census figures on economic activity also shed further light on the issue of 

economic activity in th e West Belfast Study area. In 2011, the number of 

people economically active in West Belfast study area was 22158 equating to 

55.6% of the West Belfast population aged 16-74  and accounting for 2.6% of 

16-74 year olds economically active in Northern Irelan d. Disaggregating 

economic activity in West Belfast by categories reveals that 26.2% were 

employed part-time and 46.7% were full time employees. Furthermore, the 

figures show that 13.2% were unemployed, 6.2% were self-employed and 7.7% 

were full time students (Figure 32). 

                                                           
9  The General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) is an academic qualification 
awarded in a specified subject, generally taken in a number of subjects by students aged 14ï16 
in secondary education. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Secondary_education
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Figure 32  Proportion of 16 -74 year olds economically active in West Belfast 
Study area  

 

 
 
Figures reveal the number of people aged 16-74 years in West Belfast who 

were economically inactive was 17,583 equating to 44.3% of the West Belfast 

population and accounting for 4% of all 16-74 year olds economically inactive 

in Northern Ireland. Disaggregating inactivity by categories reveals that 25.7% 

were retired, 14.7% were homemakers and 34.1% were long term sick or 

disabled (Figure 33). 

 
Figure 33  Proportion of 16 -74 year olds economically inactive in West Belfast 
Study area  

 

Figures reveal the number of people aged 16-74 years in West Belfast study 

area who were overall unemployed was 4,992, equating to 12.6% of the overall 

West Belfast population. Further examination of the figures reveals that 59% 

were unemployed of which 33% were aged 16-24 years and 13.9% were aged 

50-74 years old. 15.5% of the overall unemployment total had never worked 

and 43.8% were long term unemployed (Figure 34). 
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Figure 34  Number of 16 -74 year olds unemployed in West Belfast Study area  

 

 

2.8.2 Long -term u nemployed  

 
Scrutinis ing employment and benefit figures more closely can identify trends 

across the West Belfast Study area. In 2011, the annual average of long term 

unemployed in West Belfast study area was 810 equating to 2% of the West 

Belfast population aged 16-74 and accounting for 5.6% of the Northern 

Ireland average claimants in 2011. Figures from 2007-2012 show upward 

movement in the number of claimants from this area over the time period 

with an overall percentage change increase of 69.4% (Figure 35). 
 
 
Figure 35 Claimant Count Long Term Unemployed Annual Averages in West 
Belfast Study area  
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Table 25 Long -term unemployment across West Belfast wards 2007 -2012  

 2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 2012  

Andersonstown 35 30 35 60 55 55 

Beechmount 50 40 65 75 70 85 

Clonard 55 50 65 85 75 100 

Falls 65 70 75 95 100 120 

Falls Park 30 30 40 60 50 55 

Glen Road 55 45 45 75 70 75 

Glencolin 65 60 80 105 105 120 

Poleglass 25 30 40 50 50 60 

Twinbrook  30 30 35 55 50 60 

Upper 

Springfield  

75 70 85 95 95 120 

Whiterock  70 80 90 85 90 90 

Total  555  535  655  840  810  940  

 
 

Nonetheless, when further compartmentalised at the lower geography of SOA 

areas, there is a  clear patchwork effect, illustrating a degree of variance across 

the wards in West Belfast (Figure 36). For example both the Upper Springfield 

and Glencolin wards demonstrate the highest figures in terms of long-term 

unemployment, however, when dissected by SOA the figures show both Upper 

Springfiled (1) and Glencolin (1) to have higher concentrations that the other 

SOAs which comprise each ward respectively.   
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Figure 36  Map showing rates of Long Term Unemployment across West Belfast 
study area  

 

2.8.3 Employment b enefits  

 
Considering the theme of unemployment further, it is possible to examine 

benefits associated with unemployment including employment and support, 

income support, job seekers and  incapacity to work claimants (Table 26). 

Table 26  Employment related Benefits  

Employment Benefits  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 2012  

Incapacity Benefits 3,009  2,923 2,830 2,582 2,406 2,010 

Income Support  8,449 8,105 8,057 7,423 6,988 6,300  

Job Seekers 2,121 1,972 2,684 3,115 3,170 3,180 

Employment & support  - - - - 1,185 1,910 

 

2.8.3.1 Employment and support allowance c laimants  

 
Figures from the previous two years provide a reference point for the levels of 

Employment and Support Allowances claimants in the West Belfast study 

region (Figure 37).   
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Figure 37 Number of Employment and Support Allowance Claima nts in West 
Belfast Study area  

 

The figures show that, in 2011, the number of claimants accounted for 3% of 

the population in West Belfast aged 16-74 years old and 4.9% of all Northern 

Ireland claimants.  In 2012, there was a significant rise in the number of 

claimants in West Belfast region, a percentage change increase of 61.2% and 

accounting for 5.3% of total claimants in Northern Ireland. The frequency of 

ESA claimants in 2012 is clearly concentrated in the Whiterock ward and the 

contiguous Clonard ward. 

Figure 38  Map showing ESA rates across the West Belfast Study area  
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2.8.3.2 Income s upport  

 
The figures show that there has been a trend of decline in the number of 

income support claimants from the West Belfast Study area, with an overall 

percentage decrease of -27.3% (Figure 39). In 2012, there were 6,300 

claimants from the West Belfast region, accounting for 8.2% of total claimants 

in Northern Ireland. When considered against West Belfast population aged 

16-74, 2011 figures indicate that the number of claimants accounted for 17.6% 

of this population and 8.4% of all Northern Ireland claimants.   

Figure 39  Income Support Claimants  

 

2.8.3.3 Job s eekers allowance  

 
The figures show that there has been an upward trend in the number of job 

seekers allowance claimants from the West Belfast Study area, with a sharp 

incline observed year on year between 2008 and 2010. Although the upward 

trend continued in the 2011-2012 period this was marginal. Overall there has 

been a 50 percentage increase over the period 2005 to 2012 (Figure 40). In 

2012, there were 3,180 claimants from the West Belfast region, accounting for 

5.2% of total claimants in Northern Ireland. When considered against West 

Belfast population aged 16-74, 2011 figures indicate that the number of 

claimants accounted for 8% of this population and 5.5% of all Northern 

Ireland claimants in this year.   

 
Figure 40  Jobs Seekers Allowance Claimants  

 

8670 8794 8449 8105 8057 
7423 6988 

6300 

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

2121 1972 

2684 
3115 3170 3180 

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012



 56 

2.8.3.4 Incapacity b enefits  

 
The figures show that, in 2011, the number of incapacity benefit claimants 

accounted for 6.1% of the population in West Belfast aged 16-74 years old and 

4.6% of all Northern Ireland claimants.  The trend shows consistent downward 

movement in claimants between 2007 and 2012 with an overall percentage 

change decrease of -33.2% (Figure 41). In 2012, the number of claimants in 

West Belfast region was 2010, accounting for 4.6% of the Northern Ireland 

total.  

Figure 41 Incapacity Benefit Claimants  

 

Analysis by ward information displays the Falls, Glen Road, Glencolin and 

Whiterock  wards to receive the highest levels of incapacity benefit claimants 

over the time series. Nonetheless they all demonstrate significant decreases in 

the number of claimants from 2005 levels of circa 42%. All other wards also 

display this decrease albeit it in a softer fashion (Table 27).  

Table 27 Incapacity Benefit Claimants by ward area 2005 -2012  

 2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 2012  

Andersonstown 284 269 242 251 245 223 201 150 

Beechmount 253 259 272 267 255 226 225 180 

Clonard 255 249 241 234 244 228 222 190 

Falls 350 355 350 321 289 262 241 200  

Falls Park 250 238 256 247 249 235 216 180 

Glen Road 337 328 306 310 296 262 253 220 

Glencolin 338 357 356 341 342 301 267 230 

Poleglass 175 175 180 181 169 163 143 120 

Twinbrook  158 145 154 149 135 126 123 100 
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Upper Springfield  285 286 288 266 260 235 224 200  

Whiterock  352 374 364 356 346 321 291 240 

Total  3,037  3,035  3,009  2,923  2,830  2,582  2,406  2,010  

  

The spatial composition of incapacity benefit claimants identifies two core 

hotspots at the SOA level within the West Belfast ward areas. Whiterock (2) 

and Clonard (2) appear to have a particularly pronounced level of incapacity 

claimants at this level (Figure 42). 

Figure 42  Map showing number of Incapacity Benefit recipients across West 
Belfast Study area  
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2.9 West Belfast summary s tatistics  

 
Á Usually resident population of West Belfast study area was 55,337; 

Á 47.3% of usual residents were male and 52.7% of the usual population 

were female; 

Á 25% of the population were aged under 18 years old; 

Á The average age of the population in this study area is 36 years old; 

Á 97.9% of the population are Caucasian; 

Á 92.5% are Catholic; 

Á 67.9% are Irish and 22.6% are Northern Irish ; 

Á 56.2% of properties are terraced properties and 22.7% are semi-

detached dwellings; 

Á 52.9% of households are owner occupied and 42.3% of homes rented; 

Á 29.7% had a long-term health problem or disability that limited 

activity ; 

Á In 2011 there were 6,385 recorded crime offences including: 

ü 1,682 incidents of Violence against the person 

ü 1,431 incidents of Criminal damage  

ü 667 incidents of offences against vehicles 

ü 84 incidents of Sexual offences 

ü 206 incidents of Drug offences 

Á In 2011 there were 3,039 recorded anti-social behaviour incidents; 

Á In 2011 there were 55 Hate Crimes (West Belfast AA1998); 

Á West Belfast has a large cohort of Wards in the Upper Quartile of 

Multiple Deprivation ; 

Á 4,045 Further Education Enrolments in West Belfast study area 

equating to 7.3%  of the population; 

Á 1,565 Enrolments in Higher Education from the West Belfast study 

equating to 2.8% of the West Belfast population; 

Á 40.5% of the population had no qualifications and 13.6% of this 

population had qualifi cations at Level 4 and above; 

Á 48% of school leavers achieved 2+ A-Levels and 69% left with 5 

GCSEôs; 

Á 4.2% left with no GCSES which accounted for 6.3% of total school 

leavers with no GCSEôs in Northern Ireland that year; 

Á 55.6% of the West Belfast population aged 16-74 were economically 

active; 

Á Long term unemployed annual average was 810, accounting for 5.6% of 

the Northern Ireland average claimants in 2011; 

Á 1,910 ESA claimants accounting for 5.3% of total claimants in Northern 

Ireland ; 

Á 6,300 Income Support claimants accounting for 8.2% of total claimants 

in Northern Ireland ; 
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Á 3,180Job Seekers claimants accounting for 5.2% of total claimants in 

Northern Ireland ; 

Á Incapacity benefit claimants accounted for 6.1% of the population in 

West Belfast aged 16-74 years old and 4.6% of all Northern Ireland 

claimants. 
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3. Profile of South Belfast study a rea  

 
For the purposes of this project, the geographical region of South Belfast is 

defined by the Wards and Super Output areas identified in Table 28 and 

Figure 43, below.   

Figure 43  Map showing the South Belfast Study Area by Super Output Area  

 

Statistical information on the geographic characteristics of the South Belfast 

show that this area covers a land area of 54.26 km2 or 5,426.3 hectares and 

comprises 16 wards and, at the lower geographical level, 44 Super Output 

Areas. 
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Table 28  South Belfast Study Area  

SOUTH BELFAST  

Ward  
Ward 

Km 2 

Super Output 

Area  
SOA Km 2 Specific Areas for Study  

Ballynafeigh 0.6713 

Ballynafeigh 1 0.2311  

Ballynafeigh 2 0.2243  

Ballynafeigh 3 0.2159  

Blackstaff 1.9249 

Blackstaff 1 1.602  

Blackstaff 2 0.3229 
The Village/ Donegal Road/ 

Sandy Row 

Botanic 1.3043 

Botanic 1 0.3415  

Botanic 2 0.2829  

Botanic 3 0.173  

Botanic 4 0.242  

Botanic 5 0.2649  

Drumbo  25.3647 
Drumbo 1 7.9762 

Drumbo  

Drumbo 2  17.3885 

Dunmurry  1.4656 

Dunmurry 1  0.7438 

Dunmurry  
Dunmurry 2  0.7218 

Finaghy 2.5935 

Finaghy 1 1.5575 

Finaghy Finaghy 2 0.5638 

Finaghy 3 0.4722 

Ladybrook 1.2873 

Ladybrook 1 0.5115  

Ladybrook 2 0.4363 
Suffolk 

Ladybrook 3 0.3395 

Malone 2.1804 

Malone 1 1.1361  

Malone 2 0.573  

Malone 3 0.4713  

Minnowburn  1.4658 Minnowburn  1.4658 Milltown  
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Musgrave 1.7784 

Musgrave 1 0.2542  

Musgrave 2 0.3858  

Musgrave 3 1.1384  

Rosetta 1.5967 

Rosetta 1 0.8872  

Rosetta 2 0.4408   

Rosetta 3 0.2687  

Seymour Hill  0.932 Seymour Hill  0.932 Seymour Hill  

Shaftesbury 2.2321 

Shaftesbury 1 1.2018  

Shaftesbury 2 0.5553  

Shaftesbury 3 0.475 
The Village/ Donegal Road/ 

Sandy Row 

Stranmillis  2.4679 

Stranmillis 1  1.1561  

Stranmillis 2  0.3025  

Stranmillis 3  0.5341  

Stranmillis 4  0.4752  

Upper Malone 4.3231 

Upper Malone 1 3.7513  

Upper Malone 

2 
0.2623 Taughmonagh 

Upper Malone 

3 
0.3095  

Windsor  0.9185 

Windsor 1 0.3624  

Windsor 2  0.2569  

Windsor 3  0.148  

Windsor 4  0.1512  

 

In the context of this study area, it is notable that identified specific areas for 

study accord with Ward and Super Output Areas. Therefore, where practical, 

the analysis will utilise available Ward and SOA level statistics to present a 

statistical profile of the South Belfast area.  
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3.1 Demographics  

 
This theme related to vital population statistics can help to describe the 

demographic characteristics of the study areas and their relativity to the 

overall NI population. These include statistics on the size and geographic 

distribution of the population including age, eth nicity and religious 

composition. This section will provide a brief overview of the demographic of 

the bespoke South Belfast area of the study. 

 

3.1.1 Population  

 
Census tract10 population statistics show that the usually resident population 

of the South Belfast area was 87,797 accounting for 4.8% of the Northern 

I reland total population (Table 29).  Of this population, 48.9% of usual 

residents were male and 51.1% of the usual population were female. This male 

to female ratio displays a degree of variance between areas across all the 

wards contained within South Belfast study area. 

Table 29  Population of South Belfast in 2011  

South Belfast 
Population  

Total 
Residents  

Male Residents 
(%)  

Female Residents 
(%)  

Ballynafeigh 
5,928 50.62 49.38 

Blackstaff 
3,998 50.45 49.55 

Botanic 
8,945 51.51 48.49 

Drumbo  
3,364 49.35 50.65 

Dunmurry  
4,379 48.66 51.34 

Finaghy 
4,555 46.87 53.13 

Ladybrook 
6,519 47.34 52.66 

Malone 
5,555 48.44 51.56 

Minnowburn  
2,226 46.95 53.05 

Musgrave 
4,927 48.33 51.67 

Rosetta 
6,564 46.77 53.23 

Seymour Hill  
2,502 48.44 51.56 

Shaftesbury 
7,214 51.84 48.16 

Stranmillis  
8,139 47.61 52.39 

                                                           
10 On Census Day (27 March 2011). 
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Upper Malone 
4,841 46.64 53.36 

Windsor  
8,141 

49.05 50.95 

Total Population  87,797 48.9%  51.1% 

 

The distribution and concentration of the population across the South Belfast 

Study area can be observed in Figure 44. This indicates population variance in 

the population distribution across the area with pockets of high concentration 

observed in Shaftesbury, Rosetta, Stranmillis, Suffolk and Seymour Hill areas.  

 

Figure 44  Map showing the population of the South Belfast area  

 

Considering the overall trend of the population in this area, the Mid -Year 

Estimates (MYE) of Population time series data indicates that there has been 

progressive overall population decline in this region between 2001 and 2008 

and slight growth in 2009 an d 2010 (Figure 45). Despite this trend, 2011 

Census figures indicate the population figures are higher in 2011, suggesting 

there has been an overall percentage change increase of 4.9% in the total 

population between census figures in 2001 and 2011.   
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Figu re 45  Population trends for the South Belfast study area  

 

3.1.2 Population a ge 

 
Figures also indicate that 25% of the population were aged under 18 years old, 

44.3% below the age of 30 years of age and almost 18% were above the age of 

60. The average (median) age of the population in this study area is 35.5 years 

old (Table 30). 

Table 30  Population a ge of South Belfast Study area in 2011  

Population Age Per cent of area 

population (%)  

0-17 17.54% 

18-29 29.28% 

30-59 36.16% 

60+ 17.02% 

Average (median) 

Age 

35.5 

   

3.1.3 Population ethnicity, r eligion and national i dentity  

 
Considering the resident population, census figures indicate the relative 

ethnicity and religion of the South Belfast study area. The figures show that 

94.05% were from the white ethnic group;  49.35% belong to or were brought 

up in the Catholic religion and 38.9% belong to or were brought up in a 

'Protestant and Other Christian (including Christian related)' religion. In 

relation to identity, statistics indicate that  39.51% had a British national 

identity, 36.43% had an Irish national identity and 28.82% had a Northern 

Irish national identity (Table 31). 
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Table 31 Ethnicity, Religion and National Identity of South Belfast study area  

Ethnicity (%)  Religion (%)  National Identity (%)  

White  Irish 

Travelle

r 

Chinese Asian Black Catholi

c 

Protestan

t and 

other 

None British  Irish  Northern 

Irish  

94.05

% 

0.07% 1.68% 2.62

% 

0.58

% 

49.35% 38.90% 8.80

% 

39.51% 36.43% 28.82% 

 

When this is examined at the lower geography, it can be observed that there 

are areas with a deep religious concentration within the South Belfast Study 

area. Notably, Figures 46 and 47 highlight pockets of religious divide across 

the south Belfast area, which exhibit higher levels of religious concentration in 

more peripheral wards towards the west and south locales within the south 

Belfast market. The wards which are located more centrally, with higher socio-

economic status tend to be more mixed in religious composition.  

Figure 46  Map showing the % of Catholics by SOA in South Belfast  
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Figure 47 Map showing the % of Protestants and other by SOA in South Belfast  

 

3.2 Housing   

This section briefly discusses the communities and neighbourhoods in which 

people live and specifically housing statistics and benefits. In this context, it 

outlines housing stock, household composition and ownership. 

3.2.1 Property t ype  

 
Figures indicate that there are a total of 41,203 properties in the South Belfast 

Study area. When this is disaggregated by property type (Figure 48), it shows 

that two fifths (38.9%) of properties are terraced properties and 20.2% are 

purpose built apartments. Semi-detached dwellings account for 19.7% of 

properties and detached properties account for 12.7% of properties in this 

geographical region.   
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Figure 48  Number of properties by type in South Belfast Study Area  

 
 
 

3.2.2 Number of h ouseholds  

 
Census statistics for 2011 further reveal the total number of households in the 

study area to be 36,566 with an overall average household size of 2.33 (Table 

32). One person households represent 34.1% of total households in the region, 

with both one and two person households cumulatively constituting 64.5% of 

all households.  

Table 32  Number people per household  

Number of 

Households  

Persons per household  Average 

household 

size  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

36566  12469 11129 5686 4293 2018 696 171 104 2.33  

 

3.2.3 Housing o wnership  

Of the total households, census figures show that 52% of households in the 
South Belfast Study area were owner occupied, with 47.6% of properties 
owned outright. A further 44% of homes were rented with 28.6% rented from 
the Northern Ireland Housing Executive, 12.2% renting from a Housing 
Association and 59.2% from private landlords (Table 33). 
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Table 33  Housing ownership and tenancy  

Owner Occupier  Rented  

Owns 
% Mortgage % 

NIH
E 

% 
Housing 

Association 
% 

Private 
Landlord  

% 

9047 
47.6% 9,958 52.3% 4,553 

28.6
% 

1,935 12.2% 9,407 
59.2
% 

 

 

3.2.4 Housing benefit c laimants  

 
Official government statistics also show that the number of Housing Benefit 

claimants across the South Belfast Study region was 8,380 in 2012, 

accounting for 5.2% of the total claimants in Northern Ireland. The figures 

clearly show year on year increases and an upward trend in the number of 

claimants in the study region, with an overall percentage increase of 30.7% 

observed (Table 34). 

Table 34  Number of Housing Benefit Claimants across South Belfast S tudy area 
2008 -2012  

  2008  2009  2010  2011 2012  

Ballynafeigh 
498 555 582 594 660 

Blackstaff 
591 656 714 736 750 

Botanic 
746 895 960 1078 1170 

Drumbo  
45 51 53 61 70 

Dunmurry  
144 153 186 210 240 

Finaghy 
77 81 90 113 130 

Ladybrook 
582 628 658 669 700 

Malone 
89 107 128 131 130 

Minnowburn  
292 312 326 334 340 

Musgrave 
226 246 264 265 270 

Rosetta 
323 342 368 388 480 

Seymour Hill  
265 260 282 309 320 

Shaftesbury 
1,608 1,655 1,750 1,778 1,850 

Stranmillis  
75 80 93 109 100 

Upper Malone 
426 445 462 462 460 
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Windsor  
427 505 594 644 710 

Total  
6,414  6,971 7,510  7,881  8 ,380  

 

Spatially, the wards located to the periphery of the South Belfast Study area to 
the West and South shower higher instances of claimants than those 
positioned centrally.  
 
3.3 Health  

This theme covers statistics on people, their health, disability and illness 

within the context of the South Belfast Study region. In this regard, it provides 

analysis of statistics relating to public health, health services, social care, 

including Disabil ity Living Allowance and Carers Allowance. 

3.3.1 Disability and i llness  

2011 statistics show that 17.4% of the population of South Belfast study area 

had a long-term health problem or disability that limite d their day-to-day 

activities. Notably, 82.2% of people in this area stated their general health was 

either good or very good. 

Figure 49  General Health of the South Belfast Study Area population  

 

3.3.2 Disability l iving allowance  

 
Official statistics relating to disability recipients show that the number of 

Disability Living Allowance claimants across the South Belfast Study region in 

2012 was 7,490 which represented 4% of the total recipients in Northern 

Ireland. Figures from 2011 indicate that the number of recipients accounted 

for 8.3% of the South Belfast population. Taken together, the figures clearly 

show upward trend in the number of claimants over the time period with an 

overall percentage increase of 7.4% observed between 2008 and 2012. 
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Figure 50  Number of Disability Living Allowance recipie nts in South Belfast 
Study area  

 

 

At SOA level figures for 2012 show the spatial concentration of DLA claimants 

is more prominent in distinctive wards specifically Ladybrook  (Suffolk) 

positioned to the far West of the study area and Shaftesbury located in the 

inner city area. The temporal analysis shows a variable pattern of claimants 

across the South Belfast constituent wards, arguably the result of complex mix 

of affluent and more deprived areas within this study region (Table 35).  

Shafesbury ward has the highest number of DLA claimants (17.5%), followed 

closely by Ladybrook (14.8%). 

Table 35 Number of Disability Living Allowance recipients in South Belfast Study 
area  

DLA Recipients  2008  2009  2010  2011 2012  

Ballynafeigh 
391 405 433 427 450 

Blackstaff 
539 511 506 504 470 

Botanic 
544 561 555 587 610 

Drumbo  
122 119 123 131 140 

Dunmurry  
320 315 331 324 360 

Finaghy 
297 297 323 318 330 

Ladybrook 
1,042 1,065 1,084 1,098 1,110 

Malone 
197 211 202 218 220 

Minnowburn  
333 320 325 326 320 

Musgrave 
447 458 459 491 500 

Rosetta 
363 375 379 386 440 
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Seymour Hill  
263 254 256 257 260 

Shaftesbury 
1,188 1,233 1,260 1,253 1,310 

Stranmillis  
160 162 163 166 160 

Upper Malone 
415 418 419 427 440 

Windsor  
351 356 365 353 370 

Total  
6,972  7,060  7,183  7,266  7,490  

 

3.3.3 Multiple disability living a llowance  

 
The figures show that there has been sharp uplift in the number of recipients 

of Multiple disability Living Allowance in the South Belfast Study area since 

2010. Prior to this the trend observed year on year decline in the number of 

recipients. Overall there has been a 4.5% increase over the period. In 2012, 

there were 11,070 recipients from the South Belfast region, accounting for 4% 

of total recipients in Northern Ireland. When considered against South Belfast 

population, 2011 figures indicate that the number of recipients accounted for 

12.4% of this population and 4% of all Northern Ireland recipients in this year.   

Figure 51 Number of Multiple Disability Living Allowance recipients in South 
Belfast Study area  

 

3.3.4 Carers  

 
Government figures reveal that 1,960 carers allowance claimants in 2012 

accounting for 3.3% of the total claimants in Northern Ireland. In terms of 

2011 figures, the number of carers allowance claimants (1,856) accounted for 

2.7% of the South Belfast population aged 16 and over. The statistics in Table 

36 (below) further identify that 38% of claimants were male and 62% female.  
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When disaggregated by age, 60% of claimants were aged 50 years and above.  

Overall, the table shows a gradual uplift in the number of claimants with an 

overall percentage change increase of 22.7% over the 5 year period. 

Table 36  Number of Care rs Allowance claimants across South Belfast Study area 
by age and sex  

Carers Allowance Claimants  2008  2009  2010  2011 2012  

Total  1,597  1,690  1,772 1,856  1,960  

Male (16-34 years) 104 108 105 103 100 

Male (35-49 years) 140 140 150 151 170 

Male (50-64 years) 183 178 188 195 250 

Male (65+ years) 188 213 236 242 250 

Female (16-34 years) 134 161 166 179 200  

Female (35-49 years) 314 305 324 335 380 

Female (50-64 years) 287 310 310 329 350 

Female (65+ years) 245 272 290 302 320 

 

3.4 Health problems  

 
Assembly Area (AA 1998) figures for 2011 also indicate the prevalence of 

disease categories at the lower level of South Belfast area. The figures show 

that there were 24,171 health related registrations and that Obesity and 

Asthma are prevalent health concerns among the South Belfast (AA) 

population, a trend consistent with the overall picture of Belfast. When 

considered against Belfast total (LGD), further analysis suggests that Diabetes 

(26.2%) and Asthma (29.4%) registrations in South Belfast account for just 

over a quarter of the Belfast total in 2011.  Similarly, registrations in categories 

Heart Disease (24.1%) Strokes (28.3%) and Obesity (24.8%) account for 

approximately one quarter of the Belfast totals. 
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Figure 52 Disease Registrations in South Belfa st (AA 1998) in 2011  

 

 

3.4.1 Cancer  

 
Health statistics show the cancer incidence across the South Belfast study area 

by ward for the period 2006 -2010. Overall, the South Belfast area accounted 

for 4.7% of the Northern Ireland total incidence of cancer. In general terms, 

there is a relatively uniform spread of cancer incidences across the South 

Belfast Study area. The Rosetta ward shows the highest incidence of cancer 

comprising 9.5% with both Shaftsbury and Ladybrook wards displaying 9% of 

cancer incidences between 2006 and 2010. Nonetheless, both Seymour Hill 

and Minnowburn wards show a much lower level of cancer incidences (3.3%) 

in comparison to the other wards.  

 

Figure 53 Incidence of cancer across South Belfast 2006 -2010  
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3.4.2 Alcohol  

 
Official statistics relating to alcohol related de aths for Belfast South (AA) 

provide an insight into alcohol related problems across the study region. The 

figures show a relatively consistent trend of alcohol related deaths with South 

Belfast accounting for approximately one third of all alcohol related deaths in 

Belfast (LGD) across the time period. 

 

Figure 54  Alcohol related deaths across Belfast and South Belfast  

 

3.4.3 Mental h ealth  

 
At a general level, statistics for Belfast highlights the prevalence of mental 

health issues across the Belfast local government district.  The figures show a 

strong upward trend in registrations with an overall percentage change 

increase in mental health (12.4%), dementia (24.1%) and learning disability 

(50.3%) registrations over the time period.  

Figure 55 trend of mental  health issues between 2009 and 2012  

 

Figures for 2011 also identify the number of persons within the South Belfast 

area who were registered with learning disabilities, dementia or on the mental 
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health register. This indicates that the South Belfast (AA) there were 2,234 

registrations accounting for 31% of Mental Health registrations, 27% of 

Dementia registrations and 23% of Learning Disability registration in Belfast 

(LGD). 

Figure 56 Mental health registrations in South Belfast (AA) 2011  

 

3.5 Crime and anti -social b ehaviour  

This theme relates to crime and justice and various sets of statistics collected 

from the PSNI and other justice agencies. The statistics include types of 

recorded crimes, Anti -Social Behaviour Incidents, Domestic Abuse and Hate 

Motiv ation. 

3.5.1 Recorded crime o ffences  

 
In 2011 the number of recorded crime offences in South Belfast accounted for 

36.3% of the Belfast total and 10.5% of the Northern Ireland total.  Over the 7 

year period 2005 to 2011 the number of recorded criminal offences totalled 

79,129 with an annual average of 11,304 incidents. Disaggregation of the 

recorded crime offences clearly reveals a mixed picture and distinction in the 

prevalence of crime type in South Belfast, although it is notable that the 

Botanic and Shaftsbury wards had a significantly highest number and 

concentration of recorded crime offences, most likely due to the night life 

scene.  

The most prominent type of crime was violence against the person totalling 

19,663 recorded incidents (26.1%) between 2005 and 2011 with an annual 

average of 11,304. Levels of this type of crime has been remained relatively 

constant, although figures from 2009 -2011 period are below the 7 year annual 

average (Table 37). Criminal d amage although contributing substantially  in 

terms of volume has shown a significant decline of 30.7% since 2005 figures a 

similar position with burglary and vehicle offenses. In contrast, drug offenses 

have witnessed a relatively sharp increase of circa 48.0% of the period and 
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figures for 2011 illustrate that the trend currently rests beyond the long -term 

average. 

Table 37 Crime in South Belfast Study Area  

Crime Type  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 

Total 

over  

period  

Average  

Recorded 

crime - 

offences 

12544 12767 10664 11281 10546 10432 10895 79129 11304 

Violence 

against the 

person 

2826 3162 2768 2784 2656 2545 2892 19633 2805 

Criminal 

damage 
2813 2880  2340 2334 1942 1957 1950 16216 2317 

Robbery 306 296 210 228 251 249 248 1788 255 

Burglary  1198 1191 1274 1476 1314 1308 1017 8778 1254 

Offences 

against 

vehicles 

1412 1358 1192 1155 1285 953 1051 8406  1201 

Other theft 

offences 
2556 2478 2069 2307 2202 2393 2808  16813 2402 

Sexual 

offences 
148 163 164 143 146 155 158 1077 154 

Drug offences 204 220 213 248 283 358 302 1828 261 

Fraud and 

forgery 
910 859 304 427 302 310 283 3395 485 

Other 

miscellaneous 

offences 

202 175 164 215 183 214 209 1362 195 

 

Examination of the recorded crime statistics at the lower geography of Ward 

level provides additional insight into the spatial distribution of the crime types 

across the South Belfast study area. In relation to the number of recorded 

offences, figures highlight that a number of wards such as Ballynafeigh, 

Minnowburn and Drumbo have witnessed a pronounced decline in recorded 

offenses over the period 2005 to 2011. The Shaftesbury ward exhibits the 

highest number of recorded offences consecutively across the 7 year time 

period, accounting for circa 38% of all recorded offenses in the South Belfast 

area. Although falling moderately between 2006 and 2008, the level of 
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recorded criminal offenc es has subsequently increased by 15.0% between 

2010 and 2011. The Botanic ward also displays an analogous picture, generally 

showing an increase in the number of offences from 2005. Overall, the 

Botanic ward exhibits a linear upward trend with recorded offenc es increasing 

by 14.0% between 2005 and 2011. In 2011 the Botanic ward constituted 23.1% 

of total recorded incidents (Table 38).  

Table 38  Number of Recorded Offenc es in South Belfast Study area  

SOUTH BELFAST  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 

Ballynafeigh 
524 573 489 485 469 432 390 

Blackstaff 
712 732 608 851 588 681 665 

Botanic 
2207 2341 2270 2646 2320 2418 2516 

Drumbo  
138 103 97 81 67 69 49 

Dunmurry  
437 410 362 363 306 310 229 

Finaghy 
198 214 189 130 162 199 189 

Ladybrook 
397 460 349 315 329 286 354 

Malone 
391 372 255 298 263 207 238 

Minnowburn  
217 193 120 141 160 152 106 

Musgrave 
616 551 370 419 344 312 280 

Rosetta 
397 308 233 254 243 278 287 

Seymour Hill  
79 82 82 65 75 67 77 

Shaftesbury 
4571 4701 3902 3807 3948 3756 4318 

Stranmillis  
577 485 374 353 376 343 250 

Upper Malone 
217 189 174 164 149 176 191 

Windsor  
866 1053 790 909 747 746 756 

Total  
12,544  12,767 10,664  11,281  10,546  10,432  10,895  

3.5.1.1 Violen ce against the p erson  

 

Analysis of the violent crime offences in South Belfast shows a relatively 

constant spatial-temporal trend over the period 2005 to 2011 (Table 39). 

Spatially across the wards comprising the South Belfast study area both the 

Botanic and Shaftesbury ward have steadily increased their percentage 

volume of violence against the person by 17.4% and 10.7% respectively 
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between 2005 and 2011. The Shaftesbury ward in 2011 constituted 48.9% of 

total violent crime offenc es in South Belfast with Botanic comprising 23.1%.   

Table 39  Violence against the person in South Belfast Study area  

SOUTH BELFAST  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 

Ballynafeigh 
114 147 108 125 120 98 71 

Blackstaff 
148 129 121 176 136 141 153 

Botanic 
568 606 590 620 585 579 667 

Drumbo  
18 22 21 3 6 10 3 

Dunmurry  
99 86 73 74 53 79 51 

Finaghy 
36 31 28 16 23 27 28 

Ladybrook 
89 140 96 79 103 70 123 

Malone 
46 53 34 59 58 30 40 

Minnowburn  
42 35 24 30 33 36 26 

Musgrave 
67 99 67 118 50 45 49 

Rosetta 
87 71 48 62 42 58 75 

Seymour Hill  
26 33 19 14 21 14 20 

Shaftesbury 
1277 1487 1317 1211 1244 1162 1413 

Stranmillis  
46 41 46 23 49 46 34 

Upper Malone 
33 31 49 43 30 41 42 

Windsor  
130 151 127 131 103 109 97 

Total  
2,826  3,162 2,768  2,784  2,656  2,545  2,892  

 

3.5.1.2 Criminal d amage  

 

Criminal damage has decreased between 2005 and 2011 by 30.7%. The 

general trend across all sub-wards comprising the South Belfast study area 

illustrates a mixed picture over the 7 year period. A number of areas have 

displayed strong reductions in the level of criminal damages offences 

(Musgrave, Rosetta, Stranmillis and Windsor) with others demonstrating a 

more nominal decline. Shaftesbury and Botanic show the most prominent 

number of recorded incidents which both account for circa 52.0% of all 

recorded incidents. Nonetheless, the Shaftesbury ward does display a 
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significant reduction in the level of criminal damage offen ces decreasing by 

36.0% from 804 offenses in 2005 to 514 in 2011 (Table 40).  

Table 40  Criminal Damage in South Belfast Study area  

SOUTH BELFAST  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 

Ballynafeigh 
175 199 133 107 86 96 114 

Blackstaff 
137 192 128 204 118 137 133 

Botanic 
541 657 596 637 513 503 538 

Drumbo  
22 20 15 12 11 9 12 

Dunmurry  
120 126 83 109 69 51 52 

Finaghy 
55 52 52 21 39 45 46 

Ladybrook 
147 174 136 118 108 92 95 

Malone 
81 71 54 51 34 48 45 

Minnowburn  
64 59 44 25 50 28 28 

Musgrave 
104 70 88 84 58 96 55 

Rosetta 
124 110 57 64 50 57 50 

Seymour Hill  
22 21 21 22 8 26 27 

Shaftesbury 
804 770 592 517 537 507 514 

Stranmillis  
122 72 79 83 56 59 33 

Upper Malone 
63 46 42 26 35 46 47 

Windsor  
232 241 220 254 170 157 161 

Total  
2,813  2,880  2,340  2,334  1,942  1,957  1,950  

 

3.5.1.3 Robbery  

 
Scrutiny of the number of robbery offences shows an overall reduction in the 

number of incidents of 18.9% between 2005 and 2011. The number of robbery 

incidents across the South Belfast wards is relatively consistent in terms of 

volume with the exception of Botanic and Shaftesbury which constitute 58% 

of all incidents in 2011, though have still decreased overall throughout the 

period 2005 to 2011.   
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Table 41 Robbery in South Belfast Study area  

SOUTH BELFAST  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 

Ballynafeigh 
7 3 7 11 16 15 8 

Blackstaff 
17 20 9 14 8 3 11 

Botanic 
64 46 51 56 58 60 56 

Drumbo  
4 3 3 3 3 3 3 

Dunmurry  
5 3 3 6 6 3 3 

Finaghy 
8 3 3 3 5 5 3 

Ladybrook 
15 13 5 5 4 3 14 

Malone 
15 6 3 10 5 6 3 

Minnowburn  
5 5 3 3 3 3 3 

Musgrave 
29 18 3 10 7 4 9 

Rosetta 
3 3 5 5 7 11 3 

Seymour Hill  
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

Shaftesbury 
102 127 86 71 88 97 89 

Stranmillis  
9 12 3 3 9 9 8 

Upper Malone 
6 3 3 4 6 3 3 

Windsor  
14 28 20 21 23 21 29 

Total  
306  296  210  228  251 249  248  

 

3.5.1.4 Burglary  

 
Burglary statistics indicate that the level of burglary in South Belfast is at its 

lowest in 2011 decreasing by 22.2% from 2010 figures (Table 42). 

Nonetheless, the level of burglary offenses does exhibit a more long-term 

upward trend since 2005. Examination of the wards comprising South Belfast 

shows an overall nominal decline, or parity, between 2005 and 2011. The 

Shaftesbury ward displays a stable decline over the period, however of 

significance is the more exponential decline (37.3%) between 2010 and 2011 

within the Botanic area. The Windsor area is the only ward which shows a 

consistent upward trend from 2009 albeit it relatively nominal in real terms.  
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Table 42  Burglary in South Belfast Study are a 

SOUTH BELFAST  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 

Ballynafeigh 
52 61 65 66 74 71 54 

Blackstaff 
83 67 65 101 64 105 66 

Botanic 
239 257 338 514 408 434 272 

Drumbo  
25 21 25 31 19 14 11 

Dunmurry  
32 55 75 44 62 48 37 

Finaghy 
31 26 26 20 27 26 36 

Ladybrook 
44 34 38 27 30 34 35 

Malone 
72 76 75 67 64 46 50 

Minnowburn  
9 11 10 19 11 14 9 

Musgrave 
58 57 41 23 45 45 37 

Rosetta 
70 34 53 43 55 41 34 

Seymour Hill  
7 12 15 10 19 4 11 

Shaftesbury 
252 201 196 180 209 182 153 

Stranmillis  
76 75 81 88 74 86 58 

Upper Malone 
24 35 29 46 39 22 21 

Windsor  
124 169 142 197 114 136 133 

Total  
1,198  1,191 1,274  1,476  1,314 1,308  1,017 

 

3.5.1.5 Vehicle crime  

 
Vehicle crime in South Belfast presents a relatively stable decline across the 

time series. Nonetheless, it shows a moderate decline overall on average of 

25.6% between 2005 and 2011. Although revealing a decline in 2007 and 

2008, vehicle crime has increased between 2010 and 2011 by 10.3%. Spatially, 

there is high variability across the South Belfast market in volume of 

incidents. Figures for 2011 display a relatively strong uniform decline across 

all markets when compared with 2010, with the exception to the Windsor, 

Shaftesbury and Botanic wards. Moreover the Falls ward dominates the level 

of South Belfast vehicle crime, with 2011 statistics exhibiting it to comprise 

50.5% of total offences in the study area (Table 43). 
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Table 43  Offences against vehicles in South Belfast Study area  

SOUTH BELFAST  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 

Ballynafeigh 
58 65 78 67 66 57 38 

Blackstaff 
69 77 79 67 59 52 31 

Botanic 
297 277 249 335 301 242 304 

Drumbo  
27 16 12 11 11 11 9 

Dunmurry  
90 51 42 30 21 28 19 

Finaghy 
34 27 27 10 20 23 22 

Ladybrook 
38 39 31 27 21 24 20 

Malone 
81 65 27 42 47 21 29 

Minnowburn  
29 15 12 16 7 11 5 

Musgrave 
51 55 58 32 69 29 22 

Rosetta 
46 38 38 39 36 39 28 

Seymour Hill  
11 3 18 8 10 6 5 

Shaftesbury 
308 296 263 200  344 189 332 

Stranmillis  
98 73 73 68 76 49 36 

Upper Malone 
47 43 21 16 15 17 27 

Windsor  
128 218 164 187 182 155 124 

Total  
1,412 1,358  1,192 1,155 1,285  953  1,051  

 

3.5.1.6 Sexual offences  

 
Statistics for South Belfast show a nominal increase in recorded sexual 

offences from 148 reported offences in 2005 to 158 incidents in 2011. At ward 

level the number of sexual incidents is relatively uniform and diminutive 

showing little variance within most of these locations (Table 44). Two 

prominent wards account for the volume of sexual offences committed across 

the South Belfast study area. Botanic ward accounted for 25.3% of sexual 

incidents with Shaftesbury ward representin g 29.7% of total recorded offences 

in 2011. 



 84 

Table 44  Sexual Offences in South Belfast Study area  

SOUTH BELFAST  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 

Ballynafeigh 
7 3 14 14 7 3 8 

Blackstaff 
8 7 5 9 6 3 6 

Botanic 
26 41 40 31 29 44 40 

Drumbo  
7 5 4 3 3 3 3 

Dunmurry  
3 3 3 4 5 3 3 

Finaghy 
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

Ladybrook 
4 11 3 5 12 3 6 

Malone 
3 5 3 3 5 3 5 

Minnowburn  
3 9 3 3 7 3 3 

Musgrave 
3 3 6 3 8 3 6 

Rosetta 
4 7 3 3 3 3 10 

Seymour Hill  
3 3 3 3 3 3 4 

Shaftesbury 
58 47 57 41 43 62 47 

Stranmillis  
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

Upper Malone 
3 3 5 5 3 3 4 

Windsor  
10 10 9 10 6 10 7 

Total  
148  163 164  143 146  155 158 

 

3.5.1.7 Drug o ffences  

 
In general, South Belfast shows relatively few recorded drug offences across 

the ward areas which has remained stable between 2005 to 2011 with the 

exception of the Botanic ward area and to a lesser degree Dunmurry ward. 

Although curtailing in 2011 the Botanic area has exhibited a pronounced and 

sustained uplift in t he number of drug related offences since 2005. Figures 

show that in 2005 36 drug offences were recorded which steadily increased to 

112 in 2010 and 93 offences in 2011, representing an increase of 158.3% (Table 

45). 
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Table 45  Drug Offence s in South Belfast Study area  

 2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 

Ballynafeigh 
4 13 6 13 13 7 3 

Blackstaff 
7 6 7 8 12 13 7 

Botanic 
36 40 53 67 90 112 93 

Drumbo  
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

Dunmurry  
3 8 12 12 5 21 9 

Finaghy 
3 4 3 3 3 3 7 

Ladybrook 
7 3 3 9 6 7 15 

Malone 
3 3 4 3 6 9 5 

Minnowburn  
3 3 3 3 3 4 5 

Musgrave 
3 5 7 9 5 3 5 

Rosetta 
8 3 3 10 8 9 8 

Seymour Hill  
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

Shaftesbury 
105 107 91 89 92 130 116 

Stranmillis  
7 3 7 4 16 10 5 

Upper Malone 
3 3 3 3 3 9 7 

Windsor  
6 13 5 9 15 15 11 

Total  
204  220  213 248  283  358  302  

 

3.5.2 Offences recorded with a Domestic Abuse Motivation by year  

 
Statistics show the number of offences recorded with a Domestic Abuse 

Motivation in the South Belfast Study region between 2004 and 2011. In 2011, 

there were 461 recorded offences with a domestic abuse motivation in South 

Belfast which accounted for 4.4% of the Northern Ireland total. Figure 57 

shows that the number of recorded incidents has undulated over the period 

with a trend of decline between 2005 and 2009 followed by a large uplift 

between 2010 and 2011. Overall, there has been a percentage change increase 

of 8.5% in offences with a domestic motivation between 2004 and 2011. 
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Figure 57 Total offences with a domestic abuse motivation in South Belfast study 
area by year  

 

 

Examination of the domestic abuse statistics at the lower geography of Ward 

level provides additional insight into the spatial distribution of these incidents 

across the South Belfast study area. This indicates that there is little uniform 

pattern to the trends both within and across the local geographies, although it 

is clear that Shaftesbury, Botanic and Blackstaff are hotspot areas.  

Furthermore, the figures show variation across the study area, with some 

areas observed to be much more problematic than others such as Shatfsbury, 

Botanic, Blackstaff and Ballnafeigh (Table 46). In this regard the Shaftesbury 

accounted for, on average, 25.3% of domestic abuse incidents across the time 

period, with Botanic accounting for 13%, Blackstaff 10.7% and Laybrook 8.4%. 

Table 46  Number of domestic abuse motivation offences in South Belfast Study 
area  

SOUTH 

BELF AST  

200

4 

200

5 

200

6 

200

7 

200

8 

200

9 

201

0  

201

1 

Tota

l  

Averag

e 

Ballynafeig
h 

37 54 40 35 38 32 26 14 276  35 

Blackstaff 
41 60 56 62 54 38 35 46 392  49 

Botanic 
54 70 49 51 60 71 59 59 473  59 

Drumbo  
0 12 10 7 0 0 5 0 34  4 

Dunmurry  
32 27 35 10 15 14 18 16 167 21 

Finaghy 
7 11 15 16 4 6 5 8 72 9 

Ladybrook 
42 47 29 40 25 47 40 37 307  38 

Malone 
6 10 7 13 9 7 9 11 72 9 

425 

569 

500 
474 

407 415 395 

461 

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
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Minnowbur
n 

25 12 18 16 9 15 16 9 120  15 

Musgrave 
21 24 13 22 32 12 14 19 157 20 

Rosetta 
24 37 22 8 11 18 15 32 167 21 

Seymour 
Hill  

8 13 12 7 0 9 0 0 49  6 

Shaftesbury 
81 107 138 130 101 111 105 150 923  115 

Stranmillis  
4 8 12 8 4 10 15 9 70  9 

Upper 
Malone 

21 38 19 19 17 7 16 26 163 20 

Windsor  
22 39 25 30 28 18 17 25 204  26 

Total  
425  569  500  474  407  415 395  461  

364

6 
456 

 

3.5.3 Anti -social behaviour i ncidents  

 
The statistics in Figure 58 show the total number of recorded anti -social 

behaviour incidents in the South Belfast study area from 2006 to 2011. In 

2011, there were 5,866 recorded anti -social behaviour incidents in South 

Belfast study area which accounted for 9.1% of the Northern Ireland total.  

The trend shows that from 2006 to 2009 there was gradual downward 

movement in the number of recorded incidents over this period. However, the 

number of incidents increased in 2010 before declining to its lowest level in 

2011. Overall, there has been a negative percentage change of -24.7% in anti-

social behaviour incidents between 2006 and 2011. 

Figure 58 showing total number of anti -social behaviour incidents in South 
Belfast Study area  
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The statistics disaggregated at ward level show mixed findings both 

temporally and spatially across the time period with relatively limited co -

integration between the areas. The figures also highlight there to be areas 

which are more problematic such as Shaftsbury and Botanic with respectives 

averages of  2,149 and 1,482 incidents per annum, accounting for 25% of all 

incidents across the time period (Table 47). Also, Windsor and Ballynafeigh 

were also perceived to be more prevalent across the time period with averages 

of 507 and 380 incidents respectively. Furthermore, Drumbo (45) and 

Seymour Hill (72) were observed to have the lowest number of average 

incidents over the period (Table 47). 

Table 47 Anti -Social Behaviour Incidents by year  

SOUTH 

BELFAST  
2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 Total  Average  

Ballynafeigh 
572 458 350 271 317 314 2,282  380 

Blackstaff 
296 395 371 293 342 263 1,960  327 

Botanic 
1449 1440 1508 1466 1626 1404 8,893  1482 

Drumbo  
51 59 52 43 42 24 271 45 

Dunmurry  
310 244 207 214 262 195 1,432  239 

Finaghy 
199 223 130 179 204 149 1,084  181 

Ladybrook 
326 265 243 386 334 242 1,796  299 

Malone 
237 209 155 154 155 121 1,031  172 

Minnowburn  
200  155 96 130 141 76 798  133 

Musgrave 
229 204 182 210 221 174 1,220  203 

Rosetta 
347 275 381 265 282 167 1,717 286 

Seymour Hill  
71 56 82 71 74 78 432  72 

Shaftesbury 
2,411 2,159 2,052 2,052 2,228 1,989 12,891  2,149 

Stranmillis  
301 263 287 243 195 153 1,442  240 

Upper Malone 
144 98 107 120 167 119 755 126 

Windsor  
647 580 462 455 498 398 3,040  507 

Total  
7,790  7,083  6,665  6,552  7,088  5,866  41,044  6,841 
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3.5.4 Hate c rimes  

 
Assembly Area statistics for South Belfast also show the number of hate 

crimes by motivation type. This provides a degree of insight into the South 

Belfast study area under investigation. Notably, the figures indicate there has 

been an overall percentage increase (22%) in the number of recorded hate 

crime incidents across South Belfast (AA). The most prominent hate crime 

type is those with a racist motivation which accounted for 59.5% of total hate 

crime incidents in 2011, a trend consistent across the time period. It is also 

notable that there has been an overall increase in the number of homophobic 

hate crimes between 2005 (12) and 2011 (20) although this has fluctuated 

during this period and remained relatively stable (Tab le 48). Overall, the 

figures also show that the number of sectarian hate crimes has decreased over 

the period although this is nominal in real terms and there are periods where 

the number has peaked and troughed. 

Table 48  Hate crime offences recorded by type in South Belfast (AA 1998)  

Hate  

Crime 

Racist  

Motivation  

Homophobic  

Motivation  

Sectarian  

Motivation  

Total  

2005 89 12 67 168 

2006  93 13 51 157 

2007 117 8 73 198 

2008  163 20 58 241 

2009  127 11 89 227 

2010 99 15 62 176 

2011 122 20 63 205 

3.6 Deprivation  

 
This study applies statistical approaches to data generated by The Northern 

Ireland Multiple Deprivation Measure (NIMDM). The Northern Ireland 

Multiple Deprivation Measure is the official ranking 11 of spatial deprivation in 

Northern Ireland which  provides weighted information on seven measures of 

deprivation 12 , presented spatially at the Super Output Area geography. 

Examination of the overall weighted measure of multip le deprivation for the 
                                                           
11 The rank of the multiple deprivation measure shows that a SOA with a rank of 1 is the most 
deprived, and 890 the least deprived, on this overall measure.  
12 The seven Domain Measures are: Income; Employment; Health Deprivation and Disability; 
Education, Skills and Training; Proximity to Services; Living E nvironment; Crime and 
Disorder.  
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South Belfast study area presents some interesting findings. South Belfast 

comprises four wards in the top decile of multiple deprivation in Northern 

Ireland, however, none of the remaining 12 wards fall within the upper 

quartile of multiple deprivation. This suggests that the study area is a mixture 

of affluent areas scattered by pockets of deprivation. 

Of further significance is that out of the four wards (Blackstaff, Ladybrook, 

Minnowburn and Shatsbury) that fall within the top 20 per cent of multiple 

deprivation, two of these wards (Shaftsbury and Blackstaff) fall within the top 

decile of most deprived wards in Northern Ireland, illustrating pockets of 

severe deprivation. In comparative terms, these wards are significantly more 

deprived than the rest of the South Belfast cohort. In terms of income 

deprivation, the ranking measure reveals three of the South Belfast wards 

(Blackstaff, Ladybrook and Shaftsbury) to fall within the second decile, with 

Shaftsbury falling in 5 per cent of most deprived wards based on income rank. 

Also, Minnowburn ward fell just outside the upper quartile of depriv ed wards 

in relation to income.  Similarly, in terms of employment deprivation, 

Blackstaff, Ladybrook, Minnowburn and Shaftsbury were the most depr ived of 

the cohort and fall within the second decile of most deprived in Northern 

Ireland. This is analogous with the health and disability deprivation ranking 

and education and training measures (Table 49) with Shaftsbury falling within 

the top three per cent of deprivation in these categories and Blackstaff the the 

1st decile. Also, Ladybrook and Minnowburn rank similarly in both categories, 

falling within the top 12 per cent of the most deprived in Northern Ireland. 

The proximity to services deprivation rank exhibits this not to be a significant 

issue in South Belfast, with Drumbo the only ward to rank in the top 30 p er 

cent of most deprived wards. With regards to crime and disorder, Botanic 

wards is the most deprived in Northern Ireland and Shaftsbury, W indsor, 

Blackstaff and Ballynafeigh all falling within the  first decile of the most 

deprived wards. Overall, the deprivation measures indubitably show South 

Belfast and particular wards within South Belfast to be conspicuously 

deprived based on economic, crime, health and life chance measures.  
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Table 49  Deprivation Ranks for South Belfast Study area  

 Multiple 

Deprivation  

Rank  

Income 

Rank  

Employment 

Rank (18 -

59/64 years)  

Health 

Deprivation 

and 

Disability 

Rank  

Education, 

Skills and  

Training 

Rank  

Proximity 

to 

Services 

Rank  

Living 

Environment 

Rank  

Crime 

and 

Disorder 

Rank  

Ballynafeigh 
251 260 434 258 135 501 18 47 

Blackstaff 
42  86 79 36 29 550 2 40 

Botanic 
237  362 519 351 62 558 13 1 

Drumbo  
538  564 576 580 575 167 371 352 

Dunmurry  
500  473 484 434 554 408 412 106 

Finaghy 
550  531 543 514 560 437 352 254 

Ladybrook 
88  77 65 69 171 509 212 154 

Malone 
564  575 571 575 582 508 196 200  

Minnowburn  
82  151 66 64 66 484 74 118 

Musgrave 
433  400 360 359 470 523 214 145 

Rosetta 
476  424 518 377 558 474 170 140 

Seymour 
Hill  

252  250 247 209 190 470 60 307 

Shaftesbury 
22  29 44 15 10 573 22 28 

Stranmillis  
563  580 582 582 581 357 275 244 

Upper 
Malone 

328  273 283 347 335 394 201 274 

Windsor  
421 484 562 404 302 564 31 33 

 

3.7 Education  

This section provides analysis of school and college education and higher 

Education across the South Belfast cohort through the analysis of school 

Statistics and Higher Education statistics including enrolments, School 

Leavers Survey and Qualifications. 

3.7.1 Further education e nrolments  

 
In 2011, the number of further Education Enrolments in South Belfast study 

area was 5,675 equating to 6.5% of the South Belfast Study area population 

and accounting for 3.71% of the Northern Ireland total students in further 

education. Of this total, 51% were female and 49% male and the vast majority 
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were Part-Time enrolments (87%) with just 13% Full -Time enrolments. When 

disaggregated by age, the figures reveal that 34% of enrolments were under 20 

years and 46% were in the 26+ year age group (Table 50). 

Table 50  Further Educational Enrolments in South Belfast Study area  

South Belfast  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 Average  

Students 7,495 8,201 6,608 6,393 6,816 6,035 5,675 6,746 

Female Students 4,250 4,561 3,562 3,355 3,723 3,175 2,915 3,651 

Male Students 3,245 3,640 3,046 3,038 3,093 2,855 2,760 3,097 

Students aged under 

20 years 
2,015 2,272 2,094 1,930 2,063 2,105 1,915 2,057 

Students aged 20-25 

years 
1,713 1,879 1,377 1,307 1,435 1,175 1,155 1,434 

Students aged 26+ 

years 
3,767 4,050 3,137 3,156 3,318 2,740 2,605 3,253 

Full -time students 1,265 1,035 927 750 863 760 725 904 

Part-time Students 6,230 7,166 5,681 5643 5,953 5,265 4,950 5,844 

 

It is notable that the trends across the time period shows overall gradual 

decline in the number of students across all categories and pronounced for the 

number of Full -time students and those aged 20 years and above (Figure 59).  

In percentage change terms, the total number of students has decreased by -

24.3%. 

Figure 59  Trend in Further Education Enrolments in South Belfast Study area  
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3.7.2 Higher education e nrolments  

 
Figures for 2010 show that the number of Enrolments in Higher Education 

from the South Belfast study area was 3,835 equating to 4.4% of the South 

Belfast population and accounting for 5.6% of Northern Ireland students in 

Higher Education. Of this total, 73 .7% were undergraduate students and 53% 

were female and 47% male. When disaggregated by age, the figures reveal that 

31% of enrolments were 20 years and under, 28% were aged 21-24 years and 

41% were aged 25 years and above (Table 51). 

Table 51 Enrolments in Higher Education from South Belfast Study area  

South Belfast  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  

Enrolments at HE College 4,922 4,347 3,830 4,050 3,820 3,835 

Males 2,151 1,947 1,665 1,840 1,730 1,795 

Females 2,771 2,400  2,160 2,215 2,080  2,040  

Students aged 20 and under at HE College 1,255 1,188 1,220 1,190 1,190 1,200  

Students aged 21-24 at HE College 1,041 1,016 945 1,050 1,075 1,075 

Students aged 25 and over at HE College 2,520 2,124 1,660 1,810 1,560 1,570 

NI Postgraduate Students 985 932 760 910 975 1,000  

NI Undergraduate Students 3,937 3,415 3,060  3,150 2,845 2,825 

 

Additional data from the School Leavers Survey provides a further insight into 

this issue. Figures for the study region show the destinations of school leavers 

from the area. In general, the trends show that the number of school leavers 

entering further and higher education has remained broadly consistent across 

the period 2007-2009 but dropped slightly in 2010. The number entering 

employment or training has remained fairly stable over the last few years with 

the number of those who are unemployed remaining constant. Figures for 

2010 reveal that 53% of the cohort went to higher education, 19% entered 

further education and 20% entered employment or training . Finally, 7.5% 

were unemployed/ unknown, representing 4.2% of the Northern Ireland total 

number of school leavers whose destination was unemployed or unknown. 
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Figure 60  Destination of School Leavers from South Belfast Study area  

 

 

3.7.3 Students  

 
Census figures from 2011 provide additional insight into the education profile 

of the South Belfast study area. Statistics show that the proportion aged 16 

years and above accounts for 84.7% of the usual population of South Belfast.  

When disaggregated by student and age, figures reveal that the number of 

students aged 16-17 years old accounted for 2.5% of persons aged 16 years and 

above and students in the age band 18-74 accounted for a further 18.7% of this 

population. Economic activity of the student cohort age d 18-74 years also 

reveals that 44% were economically active and in employment, 7.3% were 

economically active and unemployed and 48.7% were economically inactive. 

Figure 61 Number of Students aged 18 -74 in South Belfast Study area who are 
economically acti ve 
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3.7.4 Highest level of q ualifications  

 
Considering the highest level of qualifications of the population aged 16 and 

above, the statistics for the study area show that 19.1% of the population had 

no qualifications.  Notably, 37.3% of this population had qualifications at Level 

4 and above. 

Figure 62  Highest Level of Qualifications in South Belfast Study area  
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Figure 63 Map showing the number of people aged 16+ with no qualifications  

 

Analysis of data from the School Leavers Survey provides additional insight 

into attain ment and qualifications (Table 52). Statistics for school leavers 

from the South Belfast region indicate that, in 2010, 65.7% of school leavers 

achieved 2+ A-Levels, 76.6% left with 5 GCSEôs and 6.2% left with no GCSES, 

which accounted for 4.2% of total school leavers with no GCSEôs in Northern 

Ireland that year.  

Table 52 School Leavers Attainment  

School Leavers   2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  

Total School Leavers 927 822 802 836 778 

Achieved 2+ A-levels (or equiv) 515 516 524 527 511 

Achieved At Least 5 GCSE's grades A*-C 632 615 608 613 596 

No GCSEs 54 48 60 54 48 

   

3.8 Employment  

 
This section provides an overview of Employment in the South Belfast Study 

area. Labour market statistics measure different aspects of work and jobs and 
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can also provide an insight into the economy. The statistics cover 

employment, participation and activi ty in the labour force, as well as claimant 

counts for benefits associated with unemployment and incapacity to work.   

3.8.1 Economic a ctivity  

 
Census figures on economic activity also shed further light on the issue of 

economic activity in the South Belfast Study area. In 2011, the number of 

people economically active in South Belfast study area was 46,811 equating to 

67% of the South Belfast population aged 16-74 and accounting for 5.4% of 16-

74 year olds economically active in Northern Ireland.  Disaggregating 

economic activity in South Belfast by categories reveals that 15.3% were 

employed part-time and 53.9% were full time employees. Furthermore, the 

figures show that 6.2% were unemployed, 9.7% were self-employed and 14.9% 

were full time students . 

 
Figure 64 Proportion of 16 -74 year olds economically active in South Belfast 
Study area  

 
 
Figures reveal the number of people aged 16-74 years in South Belfast who 

were economically inactive was 21,975 equating to 32% of the South Belfast 

population and accounting for 5% of all 16-74 year olds economically inactive 

in Northern Ireland. Disaggregating inactivity by categories reveals that 

30.8% were retired, 9.6% were homemakers and 17% were long term sick or 

disabled (Figure 65). 
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Figure 65 Proportion of 16 -74 year olds economically inactive in South Belfast 
Study area  

 

 

Census figures reveal the number of people aged 16-74 years in South Belfast 

study area who were overall unemployed was 2,974 equating to 4.3% of the 

overall South Belfast population. Further examination of the unemployment 

figures reveals that 44% were unemployed of which 28.6% were aged 16-24 

years and 15.3% were aged 50-74 years old. 16.7% of the overall 

unemployment total had never worked and 39.4% were long term 

unemployed (Figure 66). 

Figure 66 Number of 16 -74 year olds unemployed in South Belfast Study area  
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Belfast population aged 16-74 and accounting for 4.5% of the Northern 

Ireland average claimants in 2012. Figures from 2007-2012 show upward 

movement in the number of claimants from this area over the time period 

with an overall significant percentage change increase of 163% (Figure 67). 

 
Figure 67 Claimant Count Long Term Unemployed Annual Averages in South 
Belfast Study area  

 
 
Disaggregation of long-term unemployment across South Belfast ward market 

areas shows relatively uniform and synchronous movements and very little 

variance in terms of volume and percentage uplift between and across wards 

(Table 53).  

 
Table 53 Long -term unemployment across South Belfast wards 2007 -2012  

 2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 2012  

Ballynafeigh 
25 25 30 50 60 65 

Blackstaff 
30 30 35 55 70 85 

Botanic 
40 40 45 75 90 90 

Drumbo  
0 0 5 10 5 5 

Dunmurry  
10 10 15 25 30 30 

Finaghy 
5 5 5 15 15 15 

Ladybrook 
35 35 45 80 75 85 

Malone 
10 10 10 15 20 20 

Minnowburn  
0 0 5 20 15 20 

Musgrave 
10 15 15 30 30 25 
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Rosetta 
5 5 10 25 30 40 

Seymour Hill  
5 5 10 15 20 25 

Shaftesbury 
40 35 45 85 100 100 

Stranmillis  
15 15 5 15 15 15 

Upper Malone 
15 20 15 20 25 25 

Windsor  
25 20 25 50 60 65 

Total  
270  270  320  585  660  710 

 
 
Nonetheless, when further compartmentalised at the lower geography of SOA 

areas, there is a  clear patchwork effect, illustrating a degree of variance across 

the wards in South Belfast (Figure 68). For example both the Upper 

Springfield and Glencolin wards demonstrate the highest figures in terms of 

long-term unemployment, however, when dissected by SOA the figures show 

both Upper Springfiled (1) and Glencolin (1) to have higher concentrations 

that the other SOAs which comprise each ward respectively.   

 
Figure 68  Map showing Long Term Unemployment across South Belfast Study 
area  
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3.8.3 Employment b enefits  

Considering the theme of unemployment further, it is possible to examine 

benefits associated with unemployment including employment and support, 

income support, job seekers and  incapacity to work claimants. 

Table 54  Employment related Benefits  

Employment Benefits  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 2012  

Incapacity Benefits 2,458 2,414 2,303 2,052 1,837 1,630 

Income Support  4,256 4,168 4,124 3,842 3,596 3,370 

Job Seekers 1,245 1,163 1,803 2,528 2,769 2,840 

Employment & support  - - - - 893 1,460 

 

3.8.3.1 Employment and support allowance c laimants  

 
Figures from the previous two years provide a reference point for the levels of 

Employment and Support Allowances claimants in the South Belfast study 

region (Figure 69).   

Figure 69 Number of Employment and Support Allowance Claimants in South 
Belfast Study area  

 

The figures show that, in 2011, the number of claimants accounted for 1.3% of 

the population in South Belfast aged 16-74 years old and 3.7% of all Northern 

Ireland claimant s. In 2012, there was a significant rise in the number of 

claimants in South Belfast region, a percentage change increase of 63.5% and 

accounting for 4% of total claimants in Northern Ireland.  
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3.8.3.2 Income s upport  

 
The figures show that there has been a gradual trend of decline in the number 

of income support claimants from the South Belfast Study area, with an 

overall percentage decrease of -23.4% (Figure 70). In 2012, there were 3370 

claimants from the South Belfast region, accounting for 4.4% of total 

claimants in Northern Ireland. When considered against South Belfast 

population aged 16-74, 2011 figures indicate that the number of claimants 

accounted for 5.2% of this population and 4.3% of all Northern Ireland 

claimants.   

Figure 70  Income Support Claimants  

 

3.8.3.3 Job s eekers allowance  

 
The figures show that there has been an upward trend in the number of job 

seekers allowance claimants from the South Belfast Study area, with a sharp 

incline observed year on year between 2008 and 2010. Although the upward 

trend continued in the 2011-2012 period there was nominal growth. Overall 

there has been a significant percentage increase of 128% over the period 2007 

to 2012 (Figure 71). In 2012, there were 2840 claimants from the South 

Belfast region, accounting for 4.7% of total claimants in Northern Ireland. 

When considered against South Belfast population aged 16-74, 2011 figures 

indicate that the number of claimants accounted for 4% of this population and 

4.8% of all Northern Ireland claima nts in this year.   

 

4401 4323 4256 4168 4124 
3842 

3596 3370 

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012



 103 

Figure 71 Jobs Seekers Allowance Claimants  

 

3.8.3.4 Incapacity b enefits  

 
The figures show that, in 2011, the number of incapacity benefit claimants 

accounted for 2.7% of the population in South Belfast aged 16-74 years old and 

3.5% of all Northern Ireland claimants.  The trend shows consistent downward 

movement in claimants between 2008 and 2012 with an overall percentage 

change decrease of -35.4% over the period 2005-2012. In 2012, the number of 

claimants in South Belfast region was 1,630, accounting for 3.8% of the 

Northern Ireland total.  

Figure 72 Incapacity Benefit recipients  

 

Analysis by ward information displays the Falls, Glen Road, Glencolin and 

Whiterock wards to receive the highest levels of incapacity benefit claimants 

over the time series. Nonetheless they all demonstrate significant decreases in 
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display this decrease albeit it in a softer fashion .  
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Table 55 Incapacity Benefit Claimants by ward area 2005 -2012  

 2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011 2012  

Ballynafeigh 
166 148 145 155 148 131 112 100 

Blackstaff 
213 207 205 198 183 167 148 130 

Botanic 
171 164 184 172 168 155 142 140 

Drumbo  
52 54 51 48 45 35 32 30 

Dunmurry  
107 110 107 113 115 96 90 80 

Finaghy 
126 129 119 111 109 96 84 70 

Ladybrook 
309 305 309 299 291 267 219 180 

Malone 
84 80 77 90 79 71 72 70 

Minnowburn  
144 138 133 119 111 93 81 70 

Musgrave 
192 178 182 173 150 147 132 120 

Rosetta 
125 134 139 138 126 120 101 100 

Seymour Hill  
108 111 120 113 106 92 84 70 

Shaftesbury 
382 353 348 358 356 301 288 250 

Stranmillis  
61 62 60 53 51 39 36 30 

Upper Malone 
155 154 153 146 151 135 120 110 

Windsor  
130 126 126 128 114 107 96 80 

Total  
2,525 2,453 2,458 2,414 2,303 2,052 1,837 1,630 
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3.9 South Belfast summary s tatistics  

 
Á Usually resident population of South Belfast study area was 87,977; 

Á 48.9% of usual residents were male and 51.1% of the usual population 

were female; 

Á 25% of the population were aged under 18 years old; 

Á The average age of the population in this study area is 35.5 years old; 

Á 94.05% of the population are Caucasian; 

Á 49.35% are Catholic; 

Á 39.51 are British, 36.43% are Irish and 28.82% are Northern Irish ; 

Á 38.9% of properties are terraced properties and 19.7% are semi-

detached dwellings; 

Á 52% of households are owner occupied and 44% of homes rented; 

Á 17.4% had a long-term health problem or disability that limited activity ; 

Á In 2011 there were 10,895 recorded crime offences including: 

ü 2892 incidents of Violence against the person 

ü 1950 incidents of Criminal damage  

ü 1051 incidents of offences against vehicles 

ü 158 incidents of Sexual offences 

ü 302 incidents of Drug offences 

Á In 2011 there were 461 recorded offences with a domestic abuse 

motivation ; 

Á In 2011 there were 5,866 recorded anti-social behaviour incidents; 

Á In 2011 there were 205 Hate Crimes (South Belfast AA 1998); 

Á South Belfast comprises four wards in the top decile of multiple 

deprivation in Northern Ireland, however, none of the remaining 12 

wards fall within the upper q uartile of multiple deprivation;  

Á 5,675 Further Education Enrolments in South Belfast study area 

equating to 6.5% of the population; 

Á 3,835 Enrolments in Higher Education from the South Belfast study 

equating to 4.4% of the South Belfast population; 

Á 19.1% of the population had no qualifications and 37.3% of this 

population had qualifications at Level 4 and above; 

Á 65.7% of school leavers achieved 2+ A-Levels and 76.6% left with 5 

GCSEôs; 

Á 6.2% left with no GCSES which accounted for 4.2% of total school 

leavers with no GCSEôs in Northern Ireland that year; 

Á 67% of the South Belfast population aged 16-74 were economically 

active; 

Á Long term unemployed annual average was 710, accounting for 4.5% of 

the Northern Ireland average claimants in 2011; 

Á 1,460 ESA claimants accounting for 3.7% of total claimants in Northern 

Ireland ; 
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Á 3,370 Income Support claimants accounting for 4.4% of total claimants 

in Northern Ireland ; 

Á 2,840 Job Seekers claimants accounting for 4.7% of total claimants in 

Northern Ireland ; 

Á In 2011, Incapacity benefit claimants accounted for 2.7% of the 

population in South Belfast aged 16-74 years old and 3.5% of all 

Northern Ireland claimants . 
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4. Profile of Derry study area  

 
For the purposes of this project, the geographical region of Derry is defined by 

the Wards and Super Output areas identified in Figure 73, below.   

Figure 73 Map showing the Derry Study area by Super Output Area  

 

Statistical information on the geographic characteristics of the Derry show 

that this area covers a land area of 358.161 km2 and comprises 29 wards and, 

at the lower geographical level, 55 Super Output Areas. 

In the context of this study area, it is notable that identified specific areas for 

study accord with Ward and Super Output Areas. Therefore, where practical, 

the analysis will utilise available Ward and SOA level statistics to present a 

statistical profile of the Derry area.  
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4.1 Demographics  

 
This theme related to vital population statistics can help to describe the 

demographic characteristics of the study areas and their relativity to the 

overall NI population. These include statistics on the size and geographic 

distribution of the population including age, ethnicity and religious 

composition.  

4.1.1 Population  

 
Census tract13 population statistics show that the usually resident population 

of the Derry area was 103,476 accounting for 5.7% of the Northern Ireland 

total population. Of this population, 48.8% of usual residents were male and 

51.2% of the usual population were female. This is a degree of variation across 

the wards in relation to the male to female ratio, however, in general terms 

there is a higher proportion of females with an average ratio of 48.8% male to 

52.2% female across the Derry study area.  

Table 56 Populati on of Derry in 2011  

Derry Population  Total Residents  Male Residents (%)  Female Residents (%)  

Altnagelvin  4,862 48.56% 51.44% 

Ballynashallog 3,244 48.37% 51.63% 

Banagher 3,508 50.77% 49.23% 

Beechwood 2,151 47.93% 52.07% 

Brandywell  2,495 48.02% 51.98% 

Carn Hill  2,603 46.25% 53.75% 

Caw 2,601 46.6% 53.4% 

Claudy 3,562 50.28% 49.72% 

Clondermot  2,947 49.13% 50.87% 

Creggan Central 2,750 47.02% 52.98% 

Creggan South 2,277 46.73% 53.27% 

Crevagh 5,858 47.35% 52.65% 

Culmore 8,872 48.11% 51.89% 

Ebrington  2,569 46.44% 53.56% 

Enagh 5,745 48.77% 51.23% 

                                                           
13 On Census Day (27 March 2011). 
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Foyle Springs 3,749 50.25% 49.75% 

Holly Mount  5,180 49.69% 50.31% 

Kilfennan  3,044 49.24% 50.76% 

Lisnagelvin 3,366 48.1% 51.9% 

New Buildings  3,406 48.27% 51.73% 

Pennyburn 2,492 48.72% 51.28% 

Rosemount 2,521 53.07% 46.93% 

Shantallow East 2,503 47.42% 52.58% 

Shantallow West 6,363 47.21% 52.79% 

Springtown  3,131 47.91% 52.09% 

Strand 3,833 52.65% 47.35% 

The Diamond 2,351 53.04% 46.96% 

Victoria  3,410 50.12% 49.88% 

Westland 2,083 48.58% 51.42% 

Total Population  10,3476  48.8%  51.2% 

 

Considering the overall trend of the population in this area, the Mid -Year 

Estimates (MYE) of Population time series data indicates that there has been 

an overall population increase in this region between 2001 and 2010 (Figure 

74). Although Census figures indicate the population figures are lower in 2011, 

the census figures suggest that there has been an overall percentage change of 

2.1% in the total population between 2001 and 2011.   

Figure 74 Population trends for the  Derry study area  
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4.1.2 Population age 

 
Figures also indicate that 25.6% of the population were aged under 18 years 

old, 43.64% below the age of 30 years of age and almost 17% were above the 

age of 60. The average age of the population in this study area is 36 years old 

(Table 57). 

Table 57 Population Age of Derry Study area in 2011  

Population Age 
Per cent of area 

population (%)  

0-17 25.60% 

18-29 18.04% 

30-59 39.49% 

60+ 16.86% 

Average (median) 

Age 

36 

   

4.1.3 Population ethnicity, religion and national i dentity  

 
Considering the resident population, census figures indicate the relative 

ethnicity and religion of the Derry study area. The figures show that 98.2% 

were from the white ethnic group;  75.8% belong to or were brought up in the 

Catholic religion and 21.4% belong to or were brought up in a 'Protestant and 

Other Christian (including Christian related)' religion.  In relation to identity, 

statistics indicate that  22.8% had a British national iden tity, 56.1% had an 

Irish national identity and 24.3% had a Northern Irish national identity (Table 

58). 

Table 58  Ethnicity, Religion and National Identity of Derry study area  

Ethnicity (%)  Religion (%)  National Identity (%)  

White  Irish 

Traveller 

Chinese Asian Black Catholi

c 

Protestan

t and 

other 

None British  Irish  Northern 

Irish  

98.2% 0.07% 0.23% 0.81% 0.16% 75.8% 21.4% 2.0% 22.8% 56.1% 24.3% 

 

When this is examined at the lower geography, it can be observed that there 

are areas with a deep religious concentration within the Derry Study area, 
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although it can be seen that there is a higher proportion of Catholics in the 

West of Derry, with a dilut ion in the proportion of Catholics with closer 

proximity to the cent ral business district (Figure 75). Figure 76 suggests that 

concentration of Protestant population are located in pockets of the East side 

of the city and in close proximity to the central business district. Nonetheless, 

overall, it should be noted that the figures highlight the majority of Catholics 

across the entire study area.  

Figure 75 Map showing the percentage of Catholics by SOA across the Derry 
Study area  
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Figure 76 Map showing the percentage of Protestants and other religion by SOA 
across the Derry Study area  

 

4.2 Housing   

This section briefly discusses the communities and neighbourhoods in which 

people live and specifically housing statistics and benefits. In this context, it 

outlines housing stock, household composition and ownership. 

4.2.1 Property t ype  

 

Figures indicate that there are a total of 41,534 properties in the Derry Study 

area. When this is disaggregated by property type (Figure 77), it shows that 

38.5% of properties are terraced, 27.3% are semi-detached and 21.4% are 

detached dwellings. Also, apartments accounted for 12.8% of properties in this 

geographical region.   

Figure 77 Number of properties by type in Derry Study Area  
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4.2.2 Number of h ouseholds  

 
Census statistics for 2011 further reveal the total number of households in the 

study area to be 32,209 with an overall average household size of 2.58 (Table 

59). One person households represent 30.1% of total households in the area, 

with both one and two person households cumulatively constituting 58.4% of 

all households.  

Table 59 Number people per household  

Number of 

Household

s 

Persons per household (%)  Average 

household 

size  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+ 

39209  28.1%  
27.9

% 
17.4% 14.8%  7.7% 3.1% 0.7%  

0.4

% 
2.58  

4.2.3 Housing o wnership  

Census figures show that 56.7% of households in the Derry Study area were 
owner occupied, with 42% of properties owned outright. A further 38.9% of 
homes were rented with 43.9% rented from the Northern Ireland Housing 
Association, 9.1% renting from a Housing Association and 10% from private 
landlords.  

Table 60  Housing ownership and tenancy  

Owner Occupier  Rented  

Owns % Mortgage % NIHE  % Housing 
Association 

% Private 
Landlor

d 

% 

9326  
42
% 

12889  58%  6691  43.9%  2438  16% 6126  46.2%  

 

4.2.4 Housing benefit c laimants  

 
Official government statistics also show that the number of Housing Benefit 

claimants across the Derry Study region was 15,530 in 2012, accounting for 

9.6% of the total claimants in Northern Ireland. The figures clearly show year 

on year increases and an upward trend in the number of claimants in the 

study region, with an overall percentage increase of 23.4% observed between 

2008 and 2012 (Table 61). 

Table 61 Number of Housing Benefit Claimants across Derry Study area 2008 -
2012  

Derry  2008  2009  2010  2011 2012  

Altnagelvin  473 515 533 561 550 

Ballynashallog 99 112 108 111 130 
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Banagher 119 125 156 166 180 

Beechwood 288 287 309 321 340 

Brandywell  581 595 650 685 710 

Carn Hill  386 418 448 447 460 

Caw 396 432 443 466 480 

Claudy 175 186 212 218 230 

Clondermot  419 439 436 444 460 

Creggan Central 592 619 639 643 640 

Creggan South 405 426 480 470 470 

Crevagh 858 944 998 1013 1060 

Culmore 920 979 1085 1087 1150 

Ebrington  426 482 519 512 600  

Enagh 385 459 528 585 590 

Foyle Springs 387 375 362 354 360 

Holly Mount  242 283 322 327 330 

Kilfennan  184 175 191 212 220 

Lisnagelvin 383 404 418 418 430 

New Buildings  183 209 187 195 200  

Pennyburn 124 142 145 153 170 

Rosemount 427 519 611 632 610 

Shantallow East 424 429 445 451 460 

Shantallow West 1140 1203 1193 1189 1310 

Springtown  260 270 310 311 320 

Strand 824 948 1048 1086 1180 

The Diamond 586 663 735 745 760 

Victoria  488 577 622 693 660 

Westland 414 454 471 481 470 

Total  
12,588  13,669  14,604  14,976  15,530  
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Concentration of housing claimants at ward level can be observed in Figure 

75. The figures for 2012 show a high concentration of claimants in the 

Crevagh, Culmore, Shantallow West and Strand wards  Diamond, Strand and 

Victoria Falls, Clonard, Whiterock and Beechmount wards which equate to 

30.3% of total claimants in Derry. Spatially, the closer wards to the CBD (in 

the Diamond, Strand and Victoria) and West demonstrate higher instances of 

claimants than those positioned to the South and East. 

 
Figure  78 Map showing the concentration of Housing Benefit Claimants in Derry 
study area 2012  

 

4.3 Health  

This theme covers statistics on people, their health, disability and illness 

within the context of the Derry Study region. In this regard, it provides 

analysis of statistics relating to public health, health services, social care, 

including Disability Living Allowance and Carers Allowance.  

4.3.1 Disability and i llness  

2011 statistics show that 22.5% of the population of Derry study area had a 

long-term health problem or disability that limited their day -to-day activities.  

Furthermore, 77.8% of people in this area stated their general health was 

either good or very good (Figure 79). 
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Figure 79 General Health of the Derry Study Area population  

 

4.3.2 Disability living a llowance  

 
Considering disability, official statistics show that the number of Disability 

Living Allowance claimants across the Derry Study region in 2012 was 14140 

which represented 7.5% of the total recipients in Northern Ireland. Figures 

from 2011 indicate that the number of recipients accounted for 13.4% of the 

Derry population. Taken together, the figures clearly show an upward trend in 

the number of claimants over the time period with an overall percentage 

increase of 5.5% observed between 2008 and 2012 (Figure 80).  

Figure 80  Number of Disability Living Allowance recipients in Derry study area  

 

 
At SOA level figures for 2012 show the spatial concentration of DLA claimants 

is prominent in Brandywell, Creggan South, Shantallow East, Strand 1 SOA 

and The Diamond, and radiates centrally and to the West (Figure 81). 
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Figure 81 Map showing the concentration of DLA claimants in Derry Study area  

 

The temporal analysis shows a relatively uniform distribution and consistent 

picture across the constituent wards (Table 62). In 2012, Culmore ward has 

the highest number of DLA claimants (8.1%), followed by Shantallow West 

(6.6%) and  Crevagh (6%).   

Table 62 Number of DLA recipients in Derry Study area by ward  

Derry  2008  2009  2010  2011 2012  

Altnagelvin  487 506 501 519 510 

Ballynashallog 340 330 349 336 330 

Banagher 211 232 254 270 270 

Beechwood 458 457 454 448 460 

Brandywell  539 533 532 547 570 

Carn Hill  503 502 494 502 500 

Caw 354 377 378 371 400  

Claudy 325 348 356 353 360 
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Clondermot  464 470 443 440 460 

Creggan Central 513 528 516 499 510 

Creggan South 459 448 454 455 440 

Crevagh 725 780 794 801 840  

Culmore 977 993 1075 1108 1140 

Ebrington  314 335 338 345 360 

Enagh 446 472 486 532 550 

Foyle Springs 499 469 456 442 450 

Holly Mount  403 401 463 476 480 

Kilfennan  297 290 308 302 310 

Lisnagelvin 453 455 462 473 500 

New Buildings  351 355 351 353 370 

Pennyburn 274 278 271 274 290 

Rosemount 387 383 398 405 380 

Shantallow East 517 516 514 505 510 

Shantallow West 909 901 880  882 930 

Springtown  453 452 453 466 460 

Strand 532 536 565 549 560 

The Diamond 458 425 441 445 430 

Victoria  350 364 376 369 380 

Westland 411 414 414 399 390 

Total  
13,409  13,550  13,776 13,866  14,140  

 

4.3.3 Multiple disability living a llowance  

 
The figures show that there has been sharp uplift in the nu mber of recipients 

of Multiple D isability Living Allowance in the Derry Study area since 2010.  

Prior to this, the trend observed slight undulation and  downward movement 

in the number of recipients, although this was nominal in real terms.  Overall 

there has been a 4.6% increase over the period (Figure 82). In 2012, there 

were 18,770 recipients from the Derry region, accounting for 6.8% of total 

recipients in Northern Ireland. When considered against Derry population, 
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2011 figures indicate that the number of recipients accounted for 18% of this 

population and 6.8% of all Northern Ireland recipients in this year.   

Figure 82  Number of Multiple DLA recipients in Derry  

 

 

4.3.4 Carers  

 
Government figures reveal that 4,340 carers allowance claimants in 2012 

accounting for 7.4% of the total claimants in Northern Ireland.  In terms of 

2011 figures, the number of carers allowance claimants  accounted for 5.3% of 

the Derry population aged 16 and over. The statistics in Table 63 (below) 

further identify that 40% of claimants were male and 60% female in 2012.  

When disaggregated by age, 31.3% of claimants were aged 35-49 years, 30.2% 

fell within the 50 -64 group and 15.4% the 16-34 age band. Overall, the table 

shows a progressive uplift in the number of claimants with an overall 

percentage change increase of 14.1% over the 5 year period. 

Table 63  Number of Carers Allowance claimants across Derry Study area by age 
and sex  

Carers Allowance Claimants  2008  2009  2010  2011 2012  

Total  3805  3941  4114 4218  4340  

Male (16-34 years) 199 200  193 201 250 

Male (35-49 years) 456 467 486 476 460 

Male (50-64 years) 461 470 498 484 520 

Male (65+ years) 339 377 432 480 530 

Female (16-34 years) 297 313 325 362 420 

Female (35-49 years) 922 916 939 924 900  
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Female (50-64 years) 678 697 719 739 790 

Female (65+ years) 425 464 494 525 550 

 

4.4 Health p roblems  

 
The health of the population can also be considered by types of health 

problems. In relation to patientôs registers by disease categories, Local 

Government District (LGD) statistics show the trends across the overall Derry 

area (Figure 83). Overall, there has been relative stability across all type, 

except obesity which has shown a larger decline over the period. The trends 

highlight the continuing concerns around asthma and diabetes mellitus which 

have shown increases in recent years. 

Figure 83  Disease Registrations in Derry (LGD) between 2009 -2012  

 

Assembly Area (AA 1998) figures for 2011 also indicate the prevalence of 

disease categories at the lower level of Derry area (Figure 81).  The figures 

show that there were 53,909 health related registrations re corded in East 

Derry and Foyle. The figures highlight that Obesity and Asthma are prevalent 

health concerns among these populations, a trend consistent with the overall 

picture of Derry.  
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Figure 84  Disease Registrations Derry (AA 1998) 2011  

 

4.4.1 Cancer  

 
Health statistics show the cancer incidence across the Derry study area by 

ward for the period 2006 -2010. Overall, the Derry area accounted for 5.1% of 

the Northern Ire land total incidence of cancer. In general terms, there is a 

relatively uniform spread of cancer incidences across the Derry Study area.  

The Culmore ward shows the highest incidence of cancer comprising 5.5% 

wit h Ballynashallog displaying 5% and Clondermont, Lisnagelvin, and 

Pennyburn accounting for 4.5% respectively. The Creggan Central (2.5%) and 

South (1.9%) wards had the lowest incidence of cancer across the study area.  

4.4.2 Alcohol  

 
Official statistics relating to alcohol related deaths for Derry (LGD) and East 

Londonderry and Foyle (AA) provide an insight into alcohol related problems 

across the study region. The figures show a gradual decline in alcohol related 

deaths between 2006 and 2008. However, following this, there was a sharp 

rise in the number of deaths until 2011 where the figures declined to lowest 

levels in the time period observed (Figure 85). Notably, Foyle accounted for 

the majority of alcohol related deaths in the wider Derry area across the time 

period.   
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Figure 85  Alcohol related deaths across Derry  

 
 

4.4.3 Mental h ealth  

 
At a general level, statistics for Derry highlights the prevalence of mental 

health issues across the Derry local government district.  The figures show an 

upward trend in registrations with an overall percentage change increase in 

mental health (7.3%), dementia (12.7%) and learning disability (48.4%) 

registrations over the time period (Figure 96).  

Figu re 86  Mental Health Issues between 2009 and 2012  

 

Figures for 2011 also identify the number of persons within the Derry area 

who were registered with learning disabilities, dementia or on the mental 

health register (Figure 87). This indicates that the Foyle area accounted for a 

higher proportion of Mental Health registrations (58%), Dementia 

registrations (52%) and Learning Disability registrations (55%) in the Derry 

area (LGD). 
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Figure 87 Mental Health Registrations in Derry area (AA) 2011  

 

4.5 Crime and  anti -social behaviour  

This theme relates to crime and justice and various sets of statistics collected 

from the PSNI and other justice agencies. The statistics include types of 

recorded crimes, Anti -Social Behaviour Incidents, Domestic Abuse and Hate 

Moti vation. 

4.5.1 Recorded crime o ffences  

 
In 2011 the number of recorded crime offences in Derry Study area accounted 

for 7.3% of the Northern Ireland total. Over the 7 year period 2005 to 2011 the 

number of recorded criminal offences totalled 53,766 with an annual average 

of 7,861 incidents. Disaggregation of the recorded crime offences clearly 

reveals a mixed picture and distinction in the prevalence of crime type in 

Derry, although it is notable that wards to the West of the central business 

district have t he highest number and concentration of recorded crime offences 

(Figure 88).   
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Figure 88 Map showing recorded crime across Derry study area in 2011  

 

The most prominent type of crime was violence against the person totalling 

16,796 recorded incidents (31.2%) between 2005 and 2011 with an annual 

average of 2,399. Figures show that this type of crime has remained relatively 

constant over the period, with 2011 figures above the 7 year annual average.  

Criminal damage also accounts for 28% of all recorded crime episodes over 

the period, comprising on average 2,151 offences per annum. Figures indicate 

that criminal damage has declined year on year, a percentage change of -

27.8%. Other theft offences represented 16.6% of criminal activity between 

2005 and 2011, with an annual average of 1,279 recorded offences. The time 

series does show that this type of offence has progressively declined between 

2005 and 2009 but increased in 2010 and again in 2011. Both vehicle crime 

and burglary demonstrate overall modest t rends of decline, albeit fluctuating, 

with 2011 below the medium-term annual averages. The trend analysis for 

both offences of a sexual and drug related nature reveal undulating changes 

over the period but overall little change between 2005 and 2011 in terms of 

numbers (Table 64).  

  


