| see you beyond the worst thing you have ever
done, and | see you beyond the worst thing that has
ever been done to you.

(Fania Davis)

Restorative justice is any process in which the victim
and the offender and, where appropriate, any other
individuals or community members affected by a
crime participate together actively in the resolution
of matters arising from the crime, generally with the
help of a facilitator.
[...] Restorative justice programmes are based on
the fundamental principle that criminal behaviour
not only violates the law, but also injures victims and
the community. Any efforts to address the
consequences of criminal behaviour should, where
possible, involve the offender as well as these injured
parties, while also providing help and support that
the victim and offender require.

(United Nations, 2006)

A warrior wears armour, a lover flowers. They are
equipped according to expectations of what is to
happen, and their equipment increases the chances
that their expectations will prove right. So also with
the institution of penal law.

(Nils Chrsitie)

REstART is a festival of the art of justice, dialogue and
repair. From performances and exhibitions to workshops
and immersive experiences, this international event
brings together artists, people with lived experience of
harm, practitioners and citizens to explore how creativity
can reshape our understanding of justice. Taking place in
Leuven, a Flemish restorative city, REsStART celebrates
25 years of the European Forum for Restorative Justice,
the leading network advancing restorative justice in
criminal justice and beyond.

The events are in English. Other languages available
when specified (ES, FR, NL).
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Organisers & hosts

European Forum for Restorative Justice, Leuven
Restorative City, KU Leuven, Kortfilmfestival, STUK,
OPEK, De Bib Tweebronnen Library, Leuven Hulp,
House of Compassion, City of Leuven

Find out more and get your tickets at
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euforumrj.org/restartfestival2025

V.U.: European Forum for Restorative Justice vzw
Herbert Hooverplein 10, 3000 Leuven | 0474 656 137 | RPR Leuven
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Friday
5th December

Theatre

19:00-21:00 @ House of
Compassion, Brussels ES | EN FR
La mirada del otro

Proyecto 43-2, Spain

Saturday
6th December

Dance and improvisation
workshop

10:00-13:00 @ Romerozaal 02.10
- Collegium Veteranorum EN
Falling Together: Moving
Between Aesthetics and Ethics
Catarina Camara, Portugal

Short films

16:00-18:00 @ Kortfilmfestival
Leuven EN

Thematic submissions on
restorative justice

Leuven International Short Film
Festival

Musical testimonial performance
19:30-20:45 @ Tweebronnen EN
Dissonanze in Accordo

Rondine Cittadella della Pace,
Italy

Community gathering
21:00-22:30 @ Tweebronnen EN
EFRJ 25th anniversary

PROGRAMME

Sunday
7th December

Storytelling and city walk
11:30-13:30 @ Ladeuzeplein EN
A Restorative City Guided Tour
Leuven Restorative City

Installation & talk

13:00-15:00 @ Leslokaal 00.03 -
Maria-Theresiacollege EN
Convergences

Clair Aldington, United Kingdom

Storytelling performance
15:00-16:30 @ Aula 00.14 -
Maria-Theresiacollege EN

The Grail Question

Hannah Moore, United Kingdom

Theatre NL EN FR

20:00-21:30 @ OPEK NL | EN FR
Piéton

Kenneth Berth, Belgium

Monday
8th December

Interactive participatory
workshop

09:00-12:00 @ Leslokaal 00.03 -
Maria-Theresiacollege EN
Decisions Decisions

Douglas Bateman, United
Kingdom/ Germany

Film documentary
12:45-15:15 @ Leuven Hulp
prison FR | EN NL

La Réparation

Isabelle Vayron and Chloé
Henry-Biabaud, France

Multimedia documentary
20:00-21:30 @ STUK EN
Inside the Distance
Sharon Daniel, USA

Tuesday
9th December

Storytelling interactive
workshop

09:30-11:00 @ Romerozaal 02.10
- Collegium Veteranorum EN
Dream longer than the night
Silvia Angel, Germany

Interactive photo workshop
14:30-16:00 @ Romerozaal 02.10
- Collegium Veteranorum EN
Victims' Voices of a Pollution
Orika Komatsubara, Yumi
Kamuro, Kaori Okuba and
Hatsue Koizumi, Japan

Twin documentaries
17:00-18:30 @ KU Leuven EN
Human Rights Beyond the
Human?

RIVERS project, Colombia &
Nepal

Sound and music interactive
performance

20:00-21:00 @ STUK EN
Meditation on X

Brandon LaBelle, USA/ Germany

Ongoing throughout the festival: Photo exhibition | @ De Bib - Tweebronnen City Library Leuven | Found in Translation | Adelina Tershani, Kosovo

The schedule may be subject to minor changes, so please check the EFRJ website for the latest updates.



