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PRESS RELEASE

The European Forum for Restorative Justice’'s biennial conference is the
largest gathering on restorative justice on Europe. This event brings
international experts together to advance restorative justice to Poznan,
Polond on 11"™-13" June. The European Forum for Restorative Justice
(EFRJ) will host its 2026 International Conference, bringing together
researchers, practitioners, policymakers, community leaders, and people
with lived experience to explore the latest developments in restorative
justice. On the eve of the conference (10™ June) the 2026 laureate of the
prestigious European Restorative Justice Award is announced.

Under the theme “Echoes of Restorative Encounters: Voices, Evidence, and
the Ripple Effects of Restorative Justice in Action” the conference will
provide a platform for dialogue, learning, and collaboration on how
restorative approaches can contribute to a more just, inclusive, and resilient
society.

The programme will feature keynote speeches, panel discussions, and
workshops, and networking opportunities addressing topics such as victim
participation, restorative practices in criminal justice, community-based
responses to harm, and emerging research from across Europe and
beyond.

"The conference’s content is cutting edge, forward looking, and high
ambition. It is based on research and practice experience. We are dreaming
but not without standing with two feet on the ground.”

said Edit Torzs, Executive Director of the EFRJ.

The conference will serve as a key meeting point for those committed to
strengthening restorative justice policy and practice.
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ABOUT THE EUROPEAN
FORUM FOR RESTORATIVE
JUSTICE

The European Forum for Restorative Justice is the largest European
professional network on restorative justice. It counts more than 450
members, including 91 organisations, working on restorative justice
practices, research and policy in Europe and beyond. Since its estab-
lishment in 2000, the organisation offers support to implement and
develop restorative justice through trainings, consultancy, research,
advocacy, policy developments and events.

Every second year it organises an international conference on
restorative justice, which is the most important event on this subject
in Europe.

Find its publications and more information at www.euforumrj.org

ABOUT RESTORATIVE
JUSTICE

“Restorative justice is an approach that offers offenders, victims and the
community an alternative pathway to justice. It promotes the safe
participation of victims in resolving the situation and offers people who
accept responsibility for the harm caused by their actions an
opportunity to make themselves accountable to those they have
harmed. It is based on the recognition that criminal behaviour not only
violates the law, but also harms victims and the community.”

UN Handbook on Restorative Justice Programmes, 2™ edition.
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CONFERENCE AT A GLANCE

Theme

The 13" International Conference of the European Forum for Restorative
Justice explores how restorative justice contributes to personal
transformation and, potentially, institutional and societal change. It aims to
critically examine how we understand, evaluate, and make visible the impact
of restorative justice, from individual experiences to systemic developments
across criminal justice, education, communities, and beyond.

Dates
11"-13™ June 2026

Venue
SWPS University & Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznan, Poland

Expected Attendance

During the conference journalists can meet with almost 330 restorative
justice experts from about 40 countries across all continents, including
academics, government representatives, practitioners , community leaders
and people with lived experience. This can show the size of this global
movement challenging the existing justice systems and traditional
responses to harm and wrongdoing.

Conference Highlights
e Opening keynote
¢ [nternational expert panels
e Interactive workshops
e Research presentations
¢ Networking events
e European Restorative Justice Award ceremony
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EUROPEAN RESTORATIVE
JUSTICE AWARD

This award, launched as part of the celebration of the European Forum for
Restorative Justice (EFRJ) 10th anniversary, recognises and celebrates
outstanding contributions to the development of restorative justice within
Europe. These contributions can be in theoretical, practical, empirical or
political fields. Awards can be given to individuals, groups or organisations.
This year the award will be give to a prominent advocate for restorative
justicestorative justice based on lived experience. This person can be also
interviewed.

Date
10" June 2026, 7:30 pm

Venue
SWPS University

Learn more: https://www.euforumrj.org/european-restorative-justice-
award
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KEY MESSAGES

1.Restorative justice offers meaningful responses to harm by centering
the needs of those affected.

2.Restorative approaches can strengthen communities, support
accountability, and promote healing.

3.International cooperation is essential to advancing restorative justice
policy and practice.

4. Research and lived experience should inform future developments in
justice systems.

5.The EFRJ is committed to fostering dialogue, innovation, and
collaboration across Europe and beyond.
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SPEAKER PROFILES

The plenary "From Lived Experience to Public Influence", moderated by
Borbdla Fellegi (Hungary), will give the voice to people with lived experience
of restorative justice, whose personal journeys have (had) animpact on the
wider public. Confirmed speakers are: Luce Goutelle (France/Belgium), artist,
activist and researcher on victim-offender mediation in sexual violence, and
Chen Alon & Sulaiman Khattib (Israel and Palestine), founders of Combatants
of Peace, nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize in 2017.

Speaking with our local organisers and Polish guests can give them a
perspective of why this event matters locally, for the city of Poznan as well as
for Poland. They can discuss what drove Marceli Kwasniewski and
Aleksandra Dopierata to host this biennial conference in Poland, joining
forces with the EFRJ Secretariat based in Leuven, and what they hope to
achieve at the local, regional and national levels and what participants can
expect to get.

The media can talk with them (as well as with Anna Matczack and Beata
Czarnecka-Dzialuk) on how in general Polish citizens and professionals
engage with restorative justice (the most common practice is victim-
offender mediation), and what the Polish experience can offer to European
and international participants for the future of the movement.

These voices merge local expertise with the international scope of the
conference, as all of them are active EFRJ members since many years
engaged in European-funded projects and other initiatives.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Conference hashtag:
#EFRJconference #EFRJ2026

European Forum for Restorative Justice:
e Linkedin
¢ Instagram
e Facebook
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